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TO THE READER. 





TuE following pages upon the subject of tithing have been 
written from a sense of duty. Seeing the want of means to 
sustain laborers, and how our people fail to pay a full tithe of 
their income, and how greatly the cause will suffer from this 
lack in the near future unless there is a radical change, and 
having been invited by a vote of our leading brethren to write 
upon this subject at the time of the General Conference in 
1883, the writer has tried to carry out these convictions of 
duty. The proof sheets have been read before five or six of 
our leading brethren, and they all commend the argument as 
strong, and the matter timely and most important. They all 
feel that the times demand that something should be done to 
increase the amount of our tithes, that laborers may be prop- 
erly supported as their numbers increase. This work is not 
designed to take the place of other pamphlets which cover 
the subject of offerings as well as tithes. It relates to tithes 
alone. May Ged bless it to the good of many. 


G. I. B. 


Was Christ’s Teaching Applicable to the Jewish or Chris- 
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THE TITHING SYSTEM. 





HAS GOD A PLAN FOR SUPPORTING THOSE WHO LABOR 
WHOLLY FOR HIM? 


THIS question is an important one. From 
the earliest ages, in every period and dispen- 
sation, the Lord has had servants who have 
devoted themselves to his work. The success 
of his cause in the earth is largely dependent 
upon their efforts and ability to labor; be- 
cause God has committed the propagation of 
his truth to the hands of devoted men. He 
has ever worked through men to save other 
men. These, at different times, have been 
known by various titles; as, high priests, 
priests, prophets, Levites, elders, apostles, min- 
isters, pastors, helpers, etc., etc.; but their 
work has been in substance the same. They 
were carrying on the great plan of salvation, 
laboring for the lost and perishing. They are 
an essential part of the great scheme which 
the Father and the Son planned when man 
fell. 

In every important move in past history 
where God has wrought to elevate mankind 
and manifest his power, men have been his 
agents. It is difficult to conceive how the 
work of God could be wrought without them 
while the present plan of salvation remains. 
God has required these persons to devote 
themselves wholly to his work. It is of suffi- 
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cient importance to demand their whole time 
and thought, and their utmost devotion. 

Has God devised any system by which 
these persons should be sustained in their la- 
bor? or has he left them dependent upon the 
whim and caprice, the will or pleasure, of the 
people? Has he made it the duty of those 
who are benefited by their labor to bestow 
any part of the substance over which God has 
made them stewards, upon these servants of 
the Lord? Has he ever designated how much 
that proportion should be? or has he left that 
entirely to the generosity and good-will of 
those benefited by their labor? If God has 
never designated any proportion, leaving all 
to the choice of each person, then it follows 
that no s¢z is committed if one chooses to give 
very little. ‘‘Where there is no law, there is no 
transgression.” If God has never given any 
commandment, or ordained any system in the 
premises, he certainly cannot condemn any 
one for not performing what he has never com- 
manded. In that case, all is left optional, 
whether his special servants shall be sustained, 
or left to suffer, or be driven to some other 
employment, and God's work be thus cur- 
tailed. 

It must be evident to all that those who are 
devoted to the work of God must have food 
to eat, raiment to wear, shelter from the ele- 
ments, and other necessaries. They are hu- 
man beings; not yet immortal, but subject to 
the necessities of other men. It is equally 
evident that if they take of their time to pro- 
vide these things, they cannot devote as much 
attention to the special work of the Lord as 
they could if these wants were supplied by 
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others. Should they be thus. hindered, we 
know God’s. work would suffer a great loss, 
and souls would be ruined. 

We ask again, Has God any system by 
which to meet these contingencies—any well- 
defined plan to sustain his special workers? 
Throughout the universe we see abundant 
evidences that he always works in a system- 
atic manner. The sun, moon, and stars are or- 
dered and arranged in perfect harmony. His 
laws cover every requirement. In the man- 
agement of the angelic host, perfect system 
prevails. In the mineral, vegetable, and an- 
imal kingdoms, perfect arrangement is seen, 
and every requirement met. In the church 
and in the governments of earth he has es- 
tablished laws, and made provision for every 
contingency. In the family his law also pro- 
vides a head, and defines the duty of every 
member. He cares for the wants of man, the 
animal creation, the birds of the air, and the 
fishes of the sea. 

Is it possible that this perfect Being has 
never provided a system by which his own 
servants should have their reasonable wants 
supplied, but be left to the tender mercies of 
others upon whom God has laid no burden of 
duty? This class of servants devote their 
lives to God’s cause, renounce the honors and 
wealth of the world, leave home and every 
association dear to mankind,—and all for the 
Lord's sake. Yet he has never made it any 
man’s duty to bestow any well-defined amount 
of the substance.committed to him by this 
wise Creator upon these his servants for their 
support. This we cannot believe. We know 
it is not reasonable ; we know it is not script- 
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ural. It would be entirely contrary to all his 
dealings in the past. Every important plan 
which man carries forward on earth requires 
system. Governments and large corporations 
take special care to see that those in their 
employ, to whom they look for their success, 
shall be suitably provided with everything 
necessary for their sustenance. Will not God, 
who watches the sparrow’s fall, and regards 
his servants as dear to him “as the apple of 
his eye,” make special, well-defined provision 
for his own devoted servants? Yes, verily he 
will. 


WHAT IS THE SYSTEM GOD HAS PROVIDED ? 


We have devoted considerable space to a 
consideration of the point whether or not 
God has a plan to sustain his servants who 
labor for him. We have done this because 
the question lies at the very foundation of the 
subject of supporting the gospel. Having 
demonstrated the necessity of such a system, 
and shown the certainty that God would es- 
tablish one, we next inquire what it is. 

It must be one that covers all dispensa- 
tions; for God has had those who have la- 
bored specially for him in all of them. He 
who knows the end from the beginning would 
provide a plan that would cover all the re- 
quirements of the case. He would not make 
a botch of his work, providing for a part, and 
neglecting the rest. It would be a plan which 
would be reasonable and equal in its effects ; 
that would not oppress the poor or favor the 
rich; but one which would be righteous to 
all. It would be a plan which could be uni- 
versally carried out in every nation, land, and 
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clime ; one which would be obligatory upon 
the conscience of every man who acknowl- 
edged the authority of the true God; one 
which would be so definite and plain in its 
provisions that the most simple could under- 
stand it. 

Has God ever had such a System? Wean- 
swer, Yes; the tithing system meets every 
point in the case. We find it existing in the 
patriarchal age, constantly referred to in the 
Jewish system, and its obligation recognized — 
by Christ himself. We find the prophets 
speaking of it in connection with the last 
days. Never yet has a man been able to 
show any injustice in this system, in its equal- 
ity, or why it does not accomplish in a judi- 
cious manner that for which it was designed. 
Had it been perpetuated as commanded, it 
would have saved many of the abuses in rais- 
ing money which have been a disgrace to the 
modern church. It would have amply sup- 
ported the ministry, and been a benefit to the 
selfish and covetous, teaching them the im- 
portant lesson of their obligation to God. 

No one can show any good reason why we 
are not under as much obligation to pay a 
tithe of our income in this age of light and 
blessing as were the patriarchs or Jews. We 
have more blessings than they had, and God 
has done more for us than he did for them. 
The blessings of the gospel age outshine those 
preceding it, as the sun outshines the moon. 

If the tithing system is not of universal 
obligation, and the one designed to support 
God’s laborers, then we have no general plan 
from the Creator for that purpose. No person 
can show any other which would cover the 
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whole subject. In that case, the proportion 
one shou.d give is wholly indefinite. Each 
person is left to his own notion ; and no com- 
mandment being given, no sin attaches to the 
conscience of those who neglect to contribute. 

Everything is indefinite, and at loose ends. 
In behalf of the God of. order, we emphatic- 
ally disclaim such conclusions of laxity con- 
-cerning the support of those upon whom he 
has placed the burden of his work in this 
world. 


THIS SYSTEM IN NO SENSE JEWISH IN ITS ORIGIN, 
BUT PATRIARCHAL, 


This, if true, is an important consideration, 
and goes far to prove its application to all 
ages. Every requirement of God, not typical 
in its character, which belonged to the patri- 
archal age, is also obligatory in the gospel 
age. Tithing is in no sense typical. 

Let us notice the first record of tithing 
in the patriarchal age. “And Melchizedek, 
king of Salem, brought forth bread and wine; 
and he was the priest of the most high God. 
And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be 
Abram of the most high God, possessor of 
heaven and earth; and blessed be the most 
high God, who hath delivered thine enemies 
into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of 
all.” Gen. 14: 18-20. Enemies had taken 
Sodom, and carried away all its inhabitants, 
including Lot, the nephew of Abraham, and 
his family. Abraham armed his servants, 
pursued and defeated the invaders, and res- 
cued the captives and their goods. When he 
met the priest of the Lord, he paid him a 
tithe of all the Lord had given into his hand 
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in this victory, thus recognizing God's care 
over him. 
_ The record, makes no statement to show 
that tithing originated here. On the con- 
trary, the inference is unavoidable that this 
was something: well understood at the time. 
It is worthy of remark that new institu- 
tions, originating from Abraham’s time on- 
ward through the Bible history, have their 
origin plainly brought to view, the command 
requiring their observance, and the circum- 
stances and rites connected with them. For 


.example, take circumcision. Gen. 17: 10-14. 


Here the command for it is given, those who 
should. receive the ordinance, the age when it 
was to be practiced, its intent, and the con- 
sequences of not obeying God’s command. 
This was -a new institution. 

So of the Passover. In Exodus 12 we have 
all the particulars concerning it. The com- 
mand of God, how it should be celebrated, 
when and by whom, and what was its pur- 
pose. So of Pentecost (Lev. 23:15), the 
ceremonial sabbaths (Lev. 23: 24, 29), etc. 
We find the same concerning the feast of un- 
leavened bread (Ex. 12: 18) ; the feast of tab- 
ernacles (Lev. 23: 34); the feast of trumpets 
(Lev. 23:24); the atonement (Lev. 16;) 
and of Purim (Esther 9:26). In the New 
Testament we find baptism commanded (Matt. 
28:19); the Lord’s supper (Matt. 26: 26) ; 
and the ordinance of humility (John 13:4). 
Every one of these was plainly brought to 


view as a new institution, and commanded as 


such, | 
But the origin of the tithing system is laid 
far back in the patriarchal age, and the time 
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not given. Evidently Abraham was as fa- 
miliar with it as those who lived after him. 
There is no hint of his being commanded to 
give just a zenth to Melchizedek; but when 
they met, he gave him just this proportion, 
thus showing that he recognized him as the 
servant of the most high God, and knew 
that proportion belonged to him. 
If the tithing originated there, and was not 
a practice generally understood by God's serv- 
ants, no reason can be given why the origin 
of it and the command for it should not have 
been stated, as well as that for circumcision, 
which was commanded a few years later. The 


latter was an ordinance peculiar to the de- . 


scendants of Abraham, and signified their 
separation from the other nations of the earth. 
But no such reason can be assigned for tith- 
ing. Indeed the tithe was given to one not of 
Abraham’s family, thereby recognizing God's 
priest as his superior. Heb. 7: 1-10. 

No reason can be given why other men 
who feared God should not have paid tithes 
to Melchizedek, as well as Abraham. There 
is nothing Jewish about tithing. It did not 
originate with them, but with the patriarchs. 
The reasons for it apply to Gentiles as well 
as to Jews. Why should Abraham have given 
just a tenth? Why nota sixth, an eighth, or 
a twentieth as well as a tenth? unless we 
suppose he had some knowledge of God's 
will in the past concerning the proportion to 
be given. How did he happen to give just 
the amount afterward commanded, unless he 
had been made acquainted with this system 
before, and it:was one generally recognized 


among God’s servants? It would be very dif-.. 
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ficult to answer these questions unless we un- 


derstand that this was already a well estab- 
lished system, commencing far back in the 
unrecorded past. 

The case of Jacob strengthens these con- 
clusions. When he fled from the face of Esau 
to go to his mother’s relatives for safety 
(Gen. 28 : 16-22), as he lay in the open field 
at night, with his head upon a stone, he had 
a vision of God’s glory. He saw a ladder, 
with its foot upon the earth and its top reach- 
ing to heaven, and angels ascending and de- 
scending upon it. As he awaked, he said, 
‘Surely the Lord is in this place, and I knew 
it not. . . . How dreadful is this place! This 
is none other than the house of God, and this 
is the gate of heaven.” He then made a 
solemn vow to God, saying, “If God will be 
with me, and will keep me in this way that I 
go, and will give me bread to eat and raiment 
to put on, so that I come again to my father’s 
house in peace, then shall the Lord be my 


God; ... and of all that thou shalt give me,, 


I will surely give the tenth unto thee.” 

We must suppose Jacob had very peculiar 
feelings as he fled from his brother, reflect- 
ing upon his past life, upon his selfishness and 
wicked treatment of his brother, and that he 
now saw himself an outcast from home, flee- 
ing for his life. He must have been penitent. 
Most likely he may have dispaired of forgive- 
ness. God was now ready to manifest his 
mercy toward Jacob, and thus revealed him- 
self in heavenly vision. Jacob here deter- 
mined to consecrate himself to God as never 
before. He had not been a converted man 
hitherto ; but divine grace took hold of his 


= 


a ee ee 
ee 7 a 



































14 AN EXPOSITION OF 


heart, and after his. repentance, faith arose, 
and he espoused the cause of his father’s God. 
_ The very moment he took this solemn vow, 
ne recognized the obligation of tithing. ‘“ And 
of all that thou shalt give me, I will surely 
give the tenth unto thee.” The record does 
not state that God told him to do this, or that 
his father had done it, or that God would not 
accept him just as well without doing it; yet 
he makes the most emphatic promise to give 
the tenth. Why did he select this particular 
proportion, rather than the seventh, the fif- 
teenth, or some other? There had been no 
other instance given in the record but the 


one where Abraham gave it to Melchizedek. | 


If no instances had ever occurred except those 
recorded, it would be passing strange that 
Jacob, a man who loved property, and dili- 
gently worked for it, should voluntarily offer 
to give a tenth of all he was to make. 

This fact is very strong proof indeed that 
Jacob realized fully that if he was to be a 
servant of the Lord, the tithing was’ obliga- 
tory upon him. So he solemnly promises to 
accept it, and discharge his duty. “TI will 
Surely give it,” he solemnly vows. How plain 
it is that there must have existed a practice 
of that sort! The fact that the record does 
not state all such cases, no more proves that 
tithing was not practiced than that the patri- 
archs did not keep the Sabbath, or regard 
other plain religious duties which are ‘not 
directly mentioned. The ‘record ‘is too short 
to mention all matters of interest. | 

Indeed, there is a striking stmilarity in the 
manner with which the record in Genesis 


speaks of tithing and the commands of the 
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moral law. Our enemies would have us be-: 


lieve that the ten commandments were not 
known till Sinai. But we find them referred 
to in many places in Genesis in such a man- 
ner as to show that they were well under- 
stood, though we find no record of a com- 
mand being given. For example, Joseph, 
when tempted to sin, said, “How, then, can I 
do this great wickedness, and sin against 
God?” Yet we look in the record in vain for 
the command prohibiting adultery. Cain 
knew he had done a great wrong in killing 
his brother Abel. He lied, trying to deceive 
God, and showed plain marks of guilt. Yet 
we find before this no record of the com- 
mand, “Thou shalt not kill.” Many other in- 
stances might be given. These show that 
there was a knowledge of God’s will and com- 
mandments as definite before the giving of 
the law as afterward. They were well under- 
stood. 

Tithing is mentioned in precisely the same 
manner. This fact is strong proof that the 
practice of it was very ancient, and that it 
stood on the same basis of right as the prin- 
ciples of the moral law. 

Subsequent institutions of a ceremonial or 
typical character had to be fully defined, and 
all their provisions made known. Tithing 
was not of this class. 

We have taken considerable space to prove 
the existence of the practice of tithing in the 
patriarchal age, because it is a strong argu- 


ment in favor of its universal obligation. If 


it existed then, it is not Jewish, and as it is 


hot typical, it would not terminate with the 
Jewish age. The Sabbath, the marriage in- 
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stitution, the worship of God, and the com- 
mandments of God, all had their origin back 
of the Jewish age, and did not terminate with 
it. So of tithing. Where a want existed in 
any age for an institution afterward found 
necessary, it is reasonable to suppose it must 
have also existed when first found necessary. 
God provides for actual necessities when they 
occur. He had servants requiring support in 
the patriarchal, as well as in the Jewish age. 
Why should not the system afterward pro- 
vided have been in existence then, as well as 
later ? 

Another consideration, showing how an- 
cient and general the custom of tithing was, 
is the fact that it was well known among the 
heathen. Cruden says: ‘The most barbar- 
ous nations, and the heathen Greeks and Ro- 
mans, out of a principle of religion common 
to all men, have often dedicated their tithes 
to their gods. Some have made it a standing 
obligation ; others have done it on particular 
occasions, and by the impulse of a transient 
devotion. Laertius says that when Pisistra- 
tus, tyrant of Athens, wrote to Solon to per- 


suade him to return to Athens, he tells him - 


‘that every one there pays the tithe of his 
goods for the offering of sacrifices to the 
gods. —Jaert., lib. 1. Pliny says that the 
Arabian merchants who traded in spices, 
durst not sell any till they had paid the tithe 
to their god, Sabes. And Plutarch, in more 
places than one, mentions a custom of the 
Romans of offering to Hercules the tithe of 
what they took from their enemies.” 


This shows how extensive was the practice 


among the heathen. We boldly take the 
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ground that this, like many other things, was 
borrowed from the worship of the true God; 
and zot that God’s true worshipers borrowed 
it from the heathen. We find evidences that 
the Sabbath was known among: many of these 
nations also. As his true worship became 
corrupted, they took these things along with 
them for awhile. How clearly this shows the 
existence of the tithing system away back in 
the ancient world, before the Jewish age! 


TITHING IN THE JEWISH AGE. 


No one disputes the binding obligation of 
this system from the giving of the law of 
Moses till the Christian age commenced. It 
is referred to so many times, so plainly com- 
manded, and the evil results of disobedience 
to it so clearly stated, that all admit its au- 
thority during that period. 

The tithe was ‘holy unto the Lord,” and 
every portion of it must be sacredly appro- 
priated to the support of those who labored 
in his cause, and had no other occupation but 
his service. Lev. 27:30; Num. 18:24. The 
neglect of it was “robbing God” (Mal. 3:8) ; 
and it brings the curse of God upon those 
who do it. When solemn covenant was made 
to serve God, faithfulness in tithing was recog- 
nized as an essential part of it. Neh. 10:87. 

Thus recognizing God with our increase and 
substance is “ honoring him.” Prov. 3:9. The 
effect of withholding the tithe is sure to drive 


the servants of the Lord away from the oc- 
cupation he requires them to pursue. As. 


seen in Neh. 13:11, 12, it was disastrous to 
the cause of God, and is yet. Every pious 
Tithing. 2 
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Jew recognized his obligation to sacredly pay 
his tithe to the Lord; but back-slidden, care- 
less ones neglected it. 

No sensible person can doubt that tith- 
ing was a great source of strength to the 
cause of God in that age. The fact that God 
had solemnly commanded those who served 
him to bestow a tenth part of their income, 
which he claimed as his own, upon those who 
made his service the object of their life’s la- 
bor, gave his cause great stability, and doubt- 
less preserved his worship inthe earth. The 
fact that the exact zenth was so clearly des- 
ignated in the age succeeding the patriarchal, 
where giving the tithe had also been prac- 
ticed, is strong proof that it was a part of 
one great system for supporting God’s faith- 
ful servants, who devoted their time and 
ability to his cause. 


DID CHRIST RECOGNIZE TITHING AS OBLIGATORY ? 


If so, all dispensations are covered by this 
system, and Christians are under obligations 
to obey it. | 

Matt. 23:23: “Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of 
mint and anise and cummin, and have omit- 
ted the weightier matters of the law, judg- 
ment, mercy, and faith; these ought ye to 
have done, and not to leave the other undone.” 
See also Luke 11: 42. 

These classes carried outward rites to great 
extremes in many things. They had heaped 
upon the Sabbath burdens from their tradi- 
tions, which made it an institution of hard- 
ship rather than of mercy. They had per- 
verted it in many ways. 


So of oaths of 
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performance and laws of uncleanness. In 
many things they had added that which God 
never commanded. Did Christ complain of 
them for doing this in the present instance? 
Did they pay tithes which they ought not to 
pay? Did he complain of them for being too 
particular? Did hetell them tithing was a mat- 
ter of indifference which should not bind their 
consciences? and that it was wrong to be so 
strenuous? Did he say that God did not 
care for such small matters? that one could 
pay tithes or not, and it was all the same to 


him? Many draw such conclusions from this 


scripture. Let us carefully examine it. 

He relates the fact that they were exceed- 
ingly strenuous about tithing, so much so that 
they scrupulously paid the tithe of mint (a 
garden herb), anise (an aromatic plant), and 
cummin (a small plant used like caraway). 
The amount of the tithe on such little things 
would of course be exceedingly small. But 
in the great matters of the law—judgment, 
mercy, and faith—they had little interest. 
Indeed, they constantly ignored them. Such 
inconsistency demanded a strong rebuke. 
Placing great stress upon exceedingly small 
things, and utterly neglecting most important 
matters, shows a depraved, perverted moral 
sense. “These important things you ought 


to have done,” he declares, and condemns © 


them for their neglect. 
But how about tithing the little garden 
herbs? . Does he tell them it was wrong to be 


so particular, that it was a matter they should | 


not concern themselves about? Not exactly. 
He tells them they “ ought not to leave it un- 
done,” z. ¢., they “ought” to do it also, It 
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was a part of God’s law, and they were to 
obey it even in the smallest particulars. 

“Ought” is a very significant word. Mr. 
Webster, in his definition of it, places should 
and ought as synonyms. “Both words im- 
ply obligation, but ought is the stronger. 
Should denotes an obligation of propriety, 
expediency, etc.; ought denotes an obliga- 
tion of duty. We should be neat in our per- 
son; we should avoid giving offense. We 
ought to speak the truth; we ought to obey 
the laws.” 

This is a clear and forcible criticism. We 
see ought signifies moral obligation. In the 
text our Saviour says in substance, We are 
under moral obligation to pay tithes, even to 
the smallest particulars, as small as paying the 
tenth of our little garden herbs, like caraway, 
sage, etc. Why? Evidently because God's 
requirement was that we should pay the tithe 
of our income—al/ of zt. Had he said it was 
not necessary to be particular about it, he 
would have opened the gate to a lax, careless 
style of obedience,—a principle, by the way, 
which will ruin millions. Whatever God's re- 
quirements may be, we should try to carry 
them out to the letter ; but never, in so doing, 
neglect other more important matters. This 
is the fair, unmistakable sense of the text. 

We are forced, then, to conclude that our 
Saviour recognizes the obligation of tithing in 
the very smallest particulars. We can scarcely 
find any smaller objects to which to apply it 
than those he mentions. If it is binding in 
these, it must be binding in all other partic- 
ulars, 
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WAS THE PERSONAL TEACHING OF CHRIST APPLI- 
CABLE MERELY TO THE JEWISH AGE IN 
WHICH HE LIVED, OR TO THE 
CHRISTIAN DISPENSATION ? 

This question presents an important princi- 
ple of exegesis. We boldly take the position 
that our Saviour, in his ministry of three and 
a half years, was speaking mainly for the 
whole gospel age, and zot just for the little 
remnant of the Jewish age then terminating. 

Certain objectors arise when Christ says 
something in behalf of the Sabbath, or the tith- 
ing system, or something they don’t believe in, 
and say, “Oh, yes; these, of course, were 
obligatory until the cross. The fact that he 
speaks in their favor during the Jewish age is 
no proof of their perpetuity.” We utterly 
deny this weak assumption. We stand by 
every word our Lord declares. His ministry 
presents the true foundation upon which the 
whole gospel system stands. We discount 
not a word or a statement of our Saviour's. 
Every principle he presents is in harmony 
with his own gospel. His apostles were not 
authorized in any particular to deviate from 
his instruction. His words are of the very 
highest authority, and his revelation of the 
divine will the very clearest in all the Bible. 
We are glad we have a theory which can ac- 
cept every word and doctrine our Lord has 
stated. 

When our Saviour speaks of doctrines which 
are to remain of perpetual obligation, he im- 
presses their importance upon us, and speaks 
strongly in their favor ; while in those cases, 
when he speaks of things soon to pass away 
at his death, he uses very different language, 
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even setting them aside before that time. 
For example: When he speaks of the law of 


the commandments (Matt. 5: 17), he tells us 


he came not to destroy, but to fulfill it ; that 
it shall stand till heaven and earth pass away ; 
that every letter or point of a letter will te- 
main unchanged; and that if men do not 
keep the least commandment of it, they will 
be of no esteem in the kingdom of heaven. 

But does he speak of other things then 
practiced which were contained in the law of 
Moses, in the same manner? Far from it. 
In verse 33 he refers to the scripture where 
oaths of performance were allowed (Num. 
30:2). He’sets this aside, and says, “Swear 
not at all.” No oath that we will perform this 
or that which we are not sure we can carry 
out, is permissible in the gospel age. He 
speaks of the law requiring “eye for eye 
tooth for tooth,” etc., in verse 38, and the 
practice among the Jews growing out of it. 
see Lev. 24:19, 20. He sets this aside also, 
and says, “But I say unto you, that ye resist 
not evil.” He presents the law of personal 
non-resistance in its stead,—a very different 
affair indeed. He speaks also of “ hating our 
enemies,’ which seems in a certain measure 
to have been permitted in one or two in- 
stances. Deut. 23: 3-6. But he says, “Love 
your enemies.” 

But one of the most marked instances where 
he set portions of the law of Moses aside 
is in relation to divorces. Matt. 5:31, 32; 
19:3-9. The Pharisees came to:-him, trying 
to catch him on this very point—whether he 
would stand by the law of Moses in every 
particular. Evidently they had discerned be- 


\® 


9 


(® 


\9 


(9 


(9 


THE TITHING SYSTEM. 23 


fore this that some things he said would not 
harmonize with it. They asked him, “Is it 
lawful for a man to put away his wife for 
every cause?” This was the point at issue. 
Our Saviour referred them to the original, 
primal law of marriage, which declared the 


“twain to be one flesh ;” and he said, “ What 


God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder,” thus condemning their practice. 
They said unto him, ‘Why did Moses then 
command to give a writing of divorcement, 
and to put her away?” This law of Moses 
will be found in Deut. 24:1. 

The issue was now squarely made. Christ 
answered them, “ Moses because of the hard- 
ness of your hearts suffered you to put away 
your wives, but from the beginning it was not 
so. And Isay unto you, Whosoever shall put 
away his wife, except it be for fornication, 
and shall marry another, committeth adul- 
tery ; and whoso marrieth her which is put 
away doth commit adultery.” Our Saviour 
plainly set this law of Moses aside before the 
cross was reached ; because it was inconsist- 
ent with the principles of his gospel, and the 
original law of marriage. Every one who ac- 
knowledged him as the Christ, was bound to 
follow the original law of marriage which 
Jesus here brings to view, rather than this 
more accommodating doctrine permitted by 
the law of Moses because of the hardness of 
their hearts. ; 

What, then, becomes of the objection 
urged against the Saviour’s indorsement of 


tithing? It fades from view. It never had 


any basis of truth in it. Whenever the 
Saviour had any occasion to speak of those 
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laws which were to pass away with the Jew- 
ish economy, he plainly shows that they have 
no binding force; while those institutions 
which were moral or perpetual, he emphatic- 
ally indorses. We believe no exception can 
be found to this rule. 

We have seen, in Matt. 23: 23, that he in- 
dorses tithing to the utmost limit, and pre- 
sents it as of moral obligation. By noticing the 
connection it would seem that this was done 
only three or four days at most before his 
crucifixion. The discourse in which tithing 
is spoken of immediately preceded the one 
given in chapters 24 and 25. This closed 
only two days before he was betrayed. Chap. 
26:2. Would it be reasonable to conclude 
that our Lord would give such an indorse- 
ment of tithing if it was to all pass away in 
four days? Why should he not speak of it, 
if such was the case, as he did'those other 
laws which were set .aside—divorce, for in- 
stance? In that case he refers back to the 
patriarchal age, and condemns the deviations 
from it. 

But tithing originated in the patriarchal 


age, and the Jews received it from that pe- 


riod. It was of most ancient origin. No one 
can claim that a single hint was anywhere 
given by Christ or his apostles that tithing 
was abolished. Christ declares that these 
laws that we have spoken of were not to con- 
tinue. St. Paul and other apostles speak 
many times of the sacrifices, types, shadows, 
etc., etc., which pointed to Christ, and every- 
where indicate that they were nailed to the 
cross, and ceased forever. 

But tithing is in no sense typical. It was 
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not a shadow of anything. It did not point 
forward to anything. It was simply a Heaven- 
appointed, reasonable system to sustain those 
who gave their lives to God, to keep them 
from starving. It laid the obligation upon 


those who were benefited by their labor to” 


bestow a reasonable proportion of their income 
upon those whom God called to give their 
time to his service. 

Why should such a system be abolished, 
and no provision be made for another ? 
What good reason could be assigned for it? 
What benefit would accrue to any one by do- 
ing so? ,Would it tend to the stability of the 
church? Would its abolition gratify any 
principle but that of covetousness? Are we 
not under as much obligation to God in the 
gospel age as they were in the Jewish or the 
patriarchal ages? 

Why, then, should not tithing continue? 


EVIDENCES IN BEHALF OF TITHING THIS SIDE 
OF THE CROSS. 


While there is not the slightest hint in all 
the New Testament that tithing was abolished, 
there are evidences in its favor after the Jew- 
ish age ceased, though there are no positive 
Statements concerning it. 

The apostle Paul, in giving an argument 
to prove the priesthood of Christ (Heb. 7: 
I-10), speaks of the circumstance of Abra- 
ham’s paying tithes to Melchizedek. He was 
a priest of the most high God, and Abraham 
Paid tithes to him as such. “And verily, 
they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive 


~ the office of the priesthood, have a command- 


ment to take tithes of the people according 
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to the law, that is, of their brethren, though 
they come out of the loins of Abraham. But 
he whose descent is not counted from them, 
received tithes of Abraham, and blessed him 
that had the promises. And without all con- 
tradiction, the less is blessed of the better. 
And here men that die receive tithes; but 
there he receiveth them of whom it is wit- 
nessed that he liveth. And as I may so say, 
Levi also, who receiveth tithes, paid tithes 
in Abraham. For he was yet in the loins of 
his father when Melchizedek met him.” 

Here we see that the priesthood of Mel- 
chizedek is regarded as more emiyent than 
that of Aaron. “Christ is a priest forever 
after the order of Melchizedek.” The people 
paid tithes to the Levites, the Levites to the 
sons of Aaron, and all of them are repre- 
sented by the apostle as paying tithes through 
Abraham to Melchizedek, the representative 
of Christ. The highest order in the tithing 
system, then, is Christ's priesthood. ‘Tithing 
is in no sense Levitical in its origin, but comes 
down from a higher order. We are now un- 
der the priesthood of Christ. As tithing 
existed under the representative of Christ's 
priesthood anciently, why should we not ex- 
pect it to continue when Christ himself be- 
comes a priest? What force or propriety 
would there be in having his representative 
receive tithes, and then having them set 
aside when he himself should occupy the 
same office? It would be far more consistent 
with the apostle’s argument to have tithing 
continue under Christ’s priesthood than un- 
der that of Aaron; for Melchizedek was of 
the same order of priests as Christ, while 
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Aaron was not: 
der the priesthoo 
certain would it 
This argument 
dispensation seem 


If, then, tithing existed un- 
d of Aaron, how much more 
exist under that of Christ ? 
in favor of tithing in this 
S unanswerable ; we there- 
fore conclude that tithing was the satan Hie 


vised of God for th 
ne oS asigabia support of his servants 


ANOTHER CLEAR NEW TESTAMENT ARGUMENT 
IN FAVOR OF TITHING, 


pied wee 9: 7-14 St. Paul presents in a very 
scat ight the duty of sustaining ‘those 
a - eee — “Who goeth a war- 
‘¢ at his own charges? 
ie a ninezard, and eateth aie Shir 
os .. ereof? or who feedeth a flock, and 
ateth not of the milk of the flock? Say I 


these things as a man? or saith not the law 


the same also? it j 
1 bal ‘ For it is written in the law 


Thou shalt not muzzle th 
& the ox that treadeth out the sae "Dok 
od take care for oxen? or saith he it alt 
Byrnes for our sakes? For our sakes ip 
yee on is written; that he that ploweth 
rolg in hope, and that he that thresh- 
aa ope should be partaker of his hope. 
7 Ate unto you spiritual things, is 
ae sre ‘ ing if we shall reap your carnal 
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Lord ordained, ee, mee preach the 
| should live of the gospel. 
e The apostle’s argument is very «te a 
those who labor in the gospel shou - seit 
their support from that labor. He “em sf 
case of the soldier. What would be t rn 
of that government which would ve 
soldiers, and make no provision for wegrel ite 
ical wants? or of a man who planted an Aes 
tivated a vineyard, ae Fat, edits wet 
its fruits? or of one 
steel for a flock, and yet had no a wie 
of its proceeds? Such a thing ‘sige sins ri 
terly absurd. These classes have mere 
- their support ikslar are ei cate ne 
ld they look for suppo 
sti Hie labored? Even niger 
the claims of the dumb brute, as t i: he 
Moses says. How much more dose ie 
gard, those who devote ovaeiginnt O Ps 
special service to save souls? When oe 
thus shows his regard for the eae si 
by making a Hest ote oe yeti’ ya ite 
enizes the Claims serv 
i 5 haneeed fold, because their pei 
of so much greater importance, since 
ternal things. 
oWhen men have irouishe to their pape 
men the boundless riches of the gospe _ 
all its glorious vet aes ponent! : 
i and life eternal, 1s 
sont turn should give them ‘apa - 
eat? or provide for their soa ane abe’ sbi 
God’s servants can live as well as they Rie 
small are these things in cog alae? _ : 
value they have received! Here the py 
tion resting upon those who have f 
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spiritual benefit from God’s servants, is made 
exceedingly plain. 

The apostle next calls attention to God’s 
arrangement in the past for the systematic 
support of his servants. “Do we not know 
that they which minister about holy things 
live of the things of the temple? and they 
which wait at the altar are partakers with the 
altar? Even so hath the Lord ordained that 
they which preach the gospel shall live of the 
gospel.” 

Here unmistakable reference is made to 
the tithing system, as well as to the offerings, 
a portion of which belonged to the priests, 
God separated the tribe of Levi from the 
other tribes. He gave the rest the land; but 
the Levites and priests had “the Lord for 
their portion.” “Behold, I have given the 
children of Levi all the ¢en¢h in Israel for an 
inheritance, for their service which they serve, 
even the service of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation.” Num. 18:21. Over and over it 
is stated that the tribe of Levi had no landed 
inheritance. In its stead they had the tithe 

as their principal support. When the apostle 
therefore says, in 1 Cor. 9:13, “that those 
which minister about holy things live of the 
things of the temple,” he must have special 
reference to the tithe. Neh. 10:37, 88. A 
portion of the tithe was kept in connection 
with the temple of God. | 

The apostle continues, “ Even so hath the 
Lord ordained, that they which preach the 
gospel should live of the gospel.” Webster 
defines even and so “in an equal or precisely 
similar manner; precisely the same; exactly, 
likewise,” etc, Suppose we put the definition 
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of “even so” into the text, and read it that 
way. “Do wenot know that they which min- 
ister about holy things live of the things of the 
temple? In a precisely similar manner hath 
the Lord ordained that they which preach 
the gospel should live of the gospel.” | 
All admit that the priests and Levites had 
a regular systematic provision made for their 
support in that age. The people of God a 
solemnly commanded to give one-tenth O 
their income to them. This was God's pro- 
vision. But if there is no regular provision 
made in this age, no percentage whatever 
designated, but every one is left to give little or 
much as he takes a notion, and when or how 
he pleases, and God has made no require- 
ment whatever as to how much the propor- 
tion shall be, how, we ask, can the plan of 
giving in this age be in a “precisely ang 
manner” to what it was in the preceding age! 
But some may claim that all the apostle 
means is this: that God commanded his peo- 
ple to support his laborers in the old dispen- 
sation, and he does the same in this. He 
-now simply requires people to give some- 
thing to das titrate Even then there would 
be a wide difference in the two plans, where 
the apostle teaches there is a similarity. 
Then he had a regular system, and every ones 
duty was made definite. But now he has no 
system whatever, and each one is to decide 
what he shall do according to his liberality or 


covetousness. Would the ministry be likely 


to be supported with such a lax provision? 
We well know that all sorts of irregular, and 
some disgraceful, measures are adopted to 
raise means for the ministry where this view Is 
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taken ; while if the tithing plan was obeyed, 
there would be a plenty. 

We claim that this scripture is positive 
proof that God has a system which makes 
definite provisions for the support of the min- 
istry in the gospel age, even as he had in the 
Jewish. If this is not the tithing, we should 
be glad to know what it is. It must be some- 
thing “ precisely similar” to it. The tithing 
system is based upon some regularity in the 
provisions made. When men have flocks, 
plant vineyards, or serve in the army, there 
is a regularity in the method of their support ; 
but in the modern way, all is left to whim or 
caprice. God’s way is certainly the best. 

In 1 Cor. 16:2 we read, “ Upon the first 
day of the week let every one of you lay by 
him in store as God hath prospered him, that 
there be no gatherings when I come.” Here 
a weekly setting apart was taught. It was to 
be done as “God hath prospered him.” This 
was a regular provision. But must there not 
have been some stated proportion under- 
stood of what they had earned? We may 
suppose these were day-laborers, receiving 


day wages. What security would there be 


that Paul would not have gatherings when 
he came, unless there was a certain percent- 
age understood that they were to lay by? If 
they were simply to lay by what each had left 
of their earnings after their own support was 
taken out, there might be nothing, or very 
little indeed left. If one-tenth of their earn- 
ings were set apart every week, then he 
would be sure of quite a sum, and there 
would be some system about it; some cer- 
tainty. But if the ratio were left to the irreg- 
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ular notions of each person, there could be no 
certainty on the subject. Though we do not 
rely upon this scripture as a strong evidence 
of the perpetuity of the tithing system, yet 
“we are sure it would harmonize with it in 
producing the result Paul aimed at much bet- 
ter than giving without any percentage be- 
ing known, as men give at the present time. 
The principle of giving “as God has pros- 
pered us” naturally implies a percentage un- 
derstood, or there would be no regularity or 
equality whatever. 


GOD'S TESTS OF LOYALTY. 


The great problem to be wrought out in 
man’s salvation is to bring him where he will 
“love God with all his heart.” The first and 
sreatest command of all must be obeyed. 
Man’s “heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked.” To help in bring- 
ing this deceitful and wicked heart where its 
love will be given to him, God has devised 
many agencies, among which are certain du- 
ties that serve as ¢ests to show his loyalty. 
We regard the Sabbath and the tithing as 
two very prominent ones. These require- 
ments, while serving very important purposes 
in the plan of salvation, enable men to see for 
themselves whether their hearts are really 
willing to obey God. . é 

The Sabbath tests man in regard to his 
time. The tithing does the same in regard 

his means. 
° Man's heart is selfish. Self is the greatest 


idol in existence. It is the root from which . 


every evil growth springs. God says, “My 
son, give me thine heart.” Man desires to 


THE TITHING SYSTEM. 33 


have his own way, do as he pleases, and love 
whatever he chooses. His time he wishes to 
spend in his own pleasure. 

God, in his infinite wisdom, and with a de- 
sire for man’s greatest good, bestows upon 
him six-sevenths of the time to use for his 
own support ; but he retains one-seventh part 
of it, the seventh day of the week, for relig- 
ious contemplation, and in which to work for 
God and the salvation of his own soul and for 
that of his fellow-creatures. This day wholly 
belongs to religious service. He has no right 
whatever. to use it for worldly purposes, not 
a single moment of it. God, whose rights 
were supreme in the premises, has ever re- 
served it by positive statements, and who 
shall dare gainsay it? 

Man will be greatly benefited by rendering 
to God his claims, sacredly and religiously, 
and will be injured if he does not. He will 
be better physically, morally, and spiritually. 
The cause of God will be advanced thereby, 
and great good accomplished. 

It serves at the same timeas a test of man’s 
loyalty. There is God’s positive requirement 
to regard the seventh day. It is plain and 
reasonable and beneficial. When man re- 
fuses to do this, he shows to himself, to others, 
and to God his selfishness and rebellion. He 
robs God of the time he claims as his own. 
He condemns himself. 

So of tithing. Man’s selfishness is more 
manifest in his covetousness of means than in 
any other way. 

All property belongs to God. The cattle 


upon a thousand hills are his. All the gold 
Tithing, 3 
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and silver and precious things of the earth 
are his. Man’s power to labor comes from 
him; his ability to plan and manage, yea, 
every earthly good. While God thus owns 
all, and gives all that man ever obtains, he 
proposes to test him also on this subject by 
withholding a small portion to be used for 
the sustenance of his servants, so they shall 
not suffer, nor the work of salvation be hin- 
dered. One-tenth of man’s income, therefore, 
he retains for this purpose. 

As all that comes into his hands is from 
God, and he could obtain nothing did He not 
give it, certainly man ought not to complain 
if God specifies how the one-tenth shall be 
used. God’s rights are supreme. God claims, 
in specific language, the one-tenth as his own, 
and no one can show where he ever gave it 
to man to use for his own good, 

By bestowing it as God has directed, great 
good is accomplished. His servants will be 
reasonably sustained. Many more souls will 
be saved. It serves also a most useful pur- 
pose in testing the loyalty of the individ- 
ual himself; helps him to see how covetous 
his own heart is, and specially connects him 
with the work of salvation. By this means 
he becomes really a factor in it. 

Tithing is one of the most important pre- 
ventives of covetousness God has given,—a 
constant reminder of God’s claims upon him. 
No one who pays tithes regularly can forget 
God, or fail to realize his accountability to him. 
These are most important considerations. To 
place these statements beyond contradiction, 
we will quote two scriptures : ‘ Remember the 
Sabbath-day to keep it holy ; six days shalt 
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thou labor and do all thy work; but the sev- 
enth day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God. 
In it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor 
.thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, 
nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 
stranger that is within thy gates; for in six 
days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the 
seventh day ; wherefore the Lord blessed the 
Sabbath-day, and hallowed it.”. Ex. 90: 8-11. 
“And all the tithe of the land, whether of 
the seed of the land or the fruit of the tree, 
is the Lord’s ; it is holy unto the Lord. 
And concerning the tithe of the herd ot of 
the flock, . . . the tenth shall be holy unto 
the Lord.” Lev. 27: 30, 32. 

Notice the points of similarity in the two 
institutions. The Sabbath God reserves to 
himself, and commands the people to “ keep 
tt holy.” It belongs to the “Lord thy God.” 
It is blessed and hallowed. He tells man 
just how it is to be treated. He gives no 
man permission to use a moment of it in 
any other manner than that which he desig- 
nates. He never has done so. He specifies 
the tithe also, and declares it to belong to 
the Lord in almost precisely the same words. 
“It is holy unto the Lord.” It must be used 
only as he directs. Man must be careful not 
to use that tithe for any other purpose what- 
ever, unless he adds to it a fifth more. 
Verse 33. 

If the seventh day belongs to the Lord and 
not to man, then the tithe of his income be- 
longs to God just as surely. He tells us in 
other places how it is to be used, 
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a 
ROBBING GOD. 


To make this point still more emphatic, we 
notice God’s own words on this subject. He 
inquires, “ Willaman rob God? Yet ye have 
robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we 
robbed thee? Intithes and offerings.” When 
one takes the tithe, and uses it for some other 
purpose thah that which God has specified, 
the Lord calls it robbery. This crime con- 
sists of feloniously taking from another that 
which belongs to him. It is more aggravated 
than stealing. 

The fact that God uses such language when 
speaking of misappropriating the tithe is the 
strongest possible evidence that he regards it 
as sacredly belonging to himself. It could not 
be called “robbery” if it belonged to the in- 
dividual, and he refused to be benevolent with 
it. Should a poor, suffering man go to a rich 
neighbor, and ask him to relieve his wants, 
he could not be accused of robbery if he 
would not. He might fail ever so much in 
doing his duty, and show an utter lack of 
benevolence; but it could not be called rob- 
bery. Robbery takes from another that which 
rightfully belongs to him. How fully and em- 
phatically this demonstrates the ownership of 
the tithe as belonging to God alone! God 
makes no stronger or more positive claim in 
the Bible for anything than he does for the 
tithe. If language has any force at all, we 
must admit the sinfulness of appropriating 
to our own uses the tithe which God claims 
as his own. 

It would be very unreasonable to suppose 
that God would use such strong language 
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concerning the taking of the tithe if it was a 
mere temporary provision soon to pass away. 
Here his course concerning the Sabbath and 
the tithe again appear very similar. All 
through Revelation the Sabbath is spoken of 
as holy ; but even in the Old Testament there 
are references to the ceremonial sabbaths and 
annual feasts which show they were of lim- 
ited duration (Hosea 2:11); while in the New 
Testament it is plainly declared that they 
had passed away. Col. 2:14-17, etc. But 
not so of the Sabbath of the Lord. And the 
same may be said of tithing. Whenever it 
is spoken of, its sacredness is recognized, and 
the great sin of misappropriating it is given 
in the strongest language. 

_ We see this in Christ’s language concern- 
ing the sanctity of every part of the ten com- 
mandments and the tithing. In Matt. 5:17 
he recognizes the perpetuity of every jot and 
tittle—every letter or point ofa letter. Soin 
chapter 23:23 he recognizes tithing as of 
moral obligation, even to the smallest matters, 
li ius of the products of little garden 
erbs. 


TITHING FOUNDED ON PRINCIPLES OF MORAL 
OBLIGATION. 


The parallel between the ten command- 
ments—the Sabbath—and the tithing system 
in the time and manner of their origin in 
Genesis, the similarity of God’s claim to each, 
as holy. unto himself, and in the strength of 
language concerning each when he speaks of 


them, and the sacredness of each even to the 


smallest particulars, and the striking fact that 
not a hint is ever given concerning either 
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that they were to loose their claims upon men 
during probation, goes far to show that tithing, 
like them, is founded on moral obli gation, 
rather than mere positive precept. 

The argument to prove this would resem- 
ble in many respects the argument to prove 
the morality of the Sabbath. Objectors say 
that the Sabbath is not moral, but a positive 
institution, because the selection of a partic- 
ular or a special proportion of the time, the 
seventh part, is not a moral element. But 
their reasoning is wholly unsatisfactory. The 
same objection may be raised against tithing, 
because a particular proportion, the one- 
tenth part of the income, is selected as that 
which God claims. 

But the great moral reasons lie back of this. 
The salvation of mankind is certainly based 
on moral principle. When God calls upon 
men to devote their lives to this high and 
holy work, the question of their support be- 
comes a moral issue in which the honor of 
God and the welfare of men are deeply in- 
volved. Every attribute of God’s character is 
connected with it. He could not permit this 
matter to be neglected. As he works in this 
world through human agencies, he would cer- 
tainly require somebody to look after it. And 
the highest moral principles on their part 
would demand obedience of them. ‘The 
honor of God’s name, the salvation of souls, 
the principles of justice, gratitude, and love 
to their Creator, would be involved in this 
question. 

The wisdom of God is shown in selecting a 
reasonable proportion of that which comes in 
for the support of every person as the proper 
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amount to be applied to this one object. He 
saw that one-tenth would be the right amount. 
Experience has shown this proportion to be 
a wise one. The whole matter is based on 
the highest moral principles which man is ca- 
pable of appreciating, and the exact amount 
is consistent with all past experience. To 
drop such a plan as this which God has in all 


dispensations honored, would be the greatest 
folly. 


AN OBJECTION TO TITHING CONSIDERED, 


An objection is urged against tithing on 
this ground: Why is it not referred to in the 
New Testament more often if still obligatory ? 
Why do we not read of the disciples’ paying 
a tithe if it was practiced after Christ’s death ? 
GLC ELC, 

Those who observe the seventh day will be 
sure to notice that this objection is the same 
that our oppofients urge constantly against 
the Sabbath of the Lord. “Why was it not 
commanded in the New Testament?” We 
have all heard the changes rung on this point 
over and over. We do not consider either 
objection very important, but will make a 
brief reply. We have already seen that both 
the Sabbath and tithing are mentioned, and 
their obligation clearly taught, by Christ 
himself; that both were moral, and both 
originated back of the Jewish age, and hence 
neither owed its existence to that age, and 
we have no good reason to suppose either 
would cease with it, especially since the same 
necessity existed for both after the Jewish 
age passed as there did before; man needed 
rest, and God had servants who needed a sup- 
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port. There would be no sense in pulling 
down a house when it was needed for shelter 
as much as ever. But it is said that the dis- 
ciples gave far more than a tithe. Admitted. 
But does that give any reason why tithing 
should be abolished when they ceased to give 
more than the tithe? would not the less 
amount be needed as much as before ? 

Evidently here is the reason why no more 
is said about the Sabbath and tithing in the 
New Testament. We find abundant evidence 
to show that the Jewish people, when Christ 
came, were making more of the Sabbath than 
God everintended. They added burdensome 
rites, and very strict and exact requirements. 
It was held in very high estimation, very dif- 
ferent from the way they regarded it previous 
to the captivity in Babylon. Hence all Christ 
and the apostles needed to do was to strip off 
their man-made traditions, while recognizing 
its moral obligation. 

So of tithing. We see that they carried it 
out to the minutest particulars. To do so 
was thought to be a great mark of piety, 
which would impart great sanctity. The 
proud Pharisee said to the Lord, as he looked 
down upon the poor publican, “I pay tithes of 
all I possess.” Why should Christ urge upon 
them the claims of tithing under such circum- 
stances? On the contrary, while recognizing 
the moral obligation to pay tithes with the 
greatest strictness, he sternly rebukes them 
for neglecting other more important duties. 

There would be still less reason for urging 
tithing upon the early church. They not 
only paid a ¢zthe of their zucome, but the 
whole of it. Yea, the principal also. They 
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gave everything to God’s cause they could 


bestow in the line of means, and themselves 
to boot. They made themselves so poor by 
thus doing to sustain the gospel that for years 
after, the apostles took up contributions all 
through the Gentile churches to help “the 
poor saints at Jerusalem.” Would God tell his 
servants to preach to such men the obliga- 
tion of paying a tithe of their income, when 
they were already paying it and many times 
more? Of course not. He never tells his 
servants to do unnecessary things, to urge 
duties already regarded. But his plan is to 
impress those truths which are generally neg- 
lected. These reasons fully explain any fail- 
ure to mention more than is done the Sab- 
bath or tithing in the apostolic age. 

But now the state of things is entirely re- 
versed. We are living in a covetous age. 
Instead of professed Christians’ giving to the 
cause of Christ their principal, they think it 
the greatest hardship to give a tithe of their 
income. Not one in a thousand doit. The 
modern church is reduced to the sad plight 
of begging from unbelievers, while its rich 
members roll in luxury. It thinks itself 
forced to get up donation parties, lotteries, 
senseless games, and the most ridiculous 
methods in order to sustain the ministry. 

Is it not, then, time to come back to first 
principles again? Most certainly. Wehavea 
great battle to fight in order to establish tith- 
ing among those who are looking for the com- 
ing of the Lord, those who ought to be the 
most liberal people on earth. Many other 
churches wish they could bring their people 


to accept it; but they find it impossible to do- 
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so. We are sure that a tithe of our income 
is the very smallest amount God has ever 
proposed to accept from any one. We have 
no doubt that he requires much more of those 
who are able to give it. But a// can and 


ought to give the tithe for the support of 
God’s laborers. 


THE PROPHETS TEACH TITHING TO BE OBLIGATORY 
IN THE LAST DAYS. 


If this point can be established, the moral 
obligation to pay tithes in the Christian 
age, will be settled beyond question. We 
claim that the third and fourth chapters of 
Malachi relate especially to the last days. 
The first verses of the third chapter speak of 
the closing work of our great High Priest in 
the heavenly temple above. Also of the re- 
fining and purifying work among God’s peo- 
ple on earth to reach the standard of charac- 
ter required by the Judgment of the great 
day. All their dross is to be consumed, and 
their impurity cleansed away, that they may 
be a suitable offering to present to the Lord. 
They will be “ without spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing.” Be “perfect before the throne 
of God.” At that time he will come near the 
wicked ‘“‘to judgment,” and all the evil classes 
brought to view in verse 5 will meet their 
doom. The Lord is the same as of old. “I 
change not,’—a very important thought in 
these last days. Then he mentions most im- 
portant duties which must be regarded, tith- 
ing among others. And the feeling so gen- 
erally prevalent, that it is “vain to serve 
God,”—how displeasing this sentiment must 
be to him. Also the feeling which prevails 
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that the “proud” and rich “are happy.” 
Never were there so many who seem to be- 
lieve this. God’s people are poor and de- 
spised, and are in danger of being led astray 
at this time by such sentiments. 

Then the precious jewels who fear the Lord 
and speak often to each other, are brought to 
view. They are encouraged by the prophetic 
statement that God keeps a book of remem- 
brance in which all their words of faith and love 
are treasured up. He tells them they shall soon 
see the difference between the proud and the 
humble, the righteous and the wicked. “ For, 
behold, the day cometh that shall burn as an 
oven; and all the proud; yea, and all that do 
wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day that 
cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of 
hosts, that it shall leave them neither root 
nor branch.” Then the reward of the right- 
eous is given in the new earth after the 
wicked are burned up. 

The. work of warning the world is given as 
the “work of Elijah the prophet.” Our work 
is a warning, purifying work like his. All 
these things indubitably fix the fulfillment of 
these chapters to the last days. They must 
apply here in a far stronger sense than in any 
other age. A large portion of them could 
not possibly: apply anywhere else; and all 
portions will apply here as well as in any 
other age. This must be a last day proph- 
ecy. 

Verse 4, chapter 4, reads: “Remember ye 
the law of Moses my servant, which I com- 
manded unto him in Horeb, for all Israel, 
with the statutes and judgments.” This 


might at first sight be considered against the. 
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positions we have taken ; but we think it cor- 
roborates them. But, says the objector, you 
distinguish between the ten commandments 
and the law of Moses. You teach the latter 
isabrogated. Not too fast. We are far from 
teaching that a// the law of Moses is abol- 
ished. There are many of the most impor- 
tant principles of religion taught in it, some 
of which are not definitely stated in the ten 
precepts. The first great commandment re- 
quiring supreme love to God, is not in the 
ten commandments, though in perfect agree- 
ment with them. It is found in Deut. 6:5. 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” is 
not written out in the ten precepts, though all 
its principles are. It is found in Lev. 19:18. 

Oh, no, we do not throw away all of the 
law of Moses. There are many things in it 
necessary for our instruction in the great 
plan of human salvation. We could not get 
a clear idea of Christ’s work as our High 
Priest without the explanation of the Sanc- 
tuary subject given in that law. Many of the 
principles of the law of God are developed 
and brought out very clearly in that law. In- 
deed, most of the moral duties of the Deca- 
logue are thus defined. No one could truly 
claim that all the law of Moses was set aside 
at the cross. 

The tithing does not owe its origin to that 
law, for it was patriarchal. Yet it is more 
fully defined in the law of Moses than in the 
days of the patriarchs, when we establish the 
fact of its perpetuity as we have in the Gos- 
pel age, it is perfectly legitimate to go to the 
law of Moses. Not as principal proof of its 
obligation, but to learn how to carry it into 
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effect, for there the methods are clearly de- 
fined and its application portrayed. 

The New Testament teaches what portions 
have passed away. They are mainly the typ- 
ical ceremonies pointing to Christ, and those 
national laws relating to the peculiar form of 
government existing in that dispensation. 
“But why does he call our attention in the 
last days to the law of Moses?” Because 
there are evidently some things in it which 
God requires us to observe, and which we are 
neglecting. He wants his people in the last 
days to stand complete in all the truths of 
God’s word. 

We have no question but that ¢thing is 
one of those very things which are contained 
in the law of Moses that he would call our at- 
tention to before the great burning day 
comes. It is a duty almost universally neg- 
lected in the last days. And yet there never 
was an age when it was needed more, when 
the people’s minds should be called back to it 
more persistently. 
fine fact that the prophet mentions it at 

ength in this connection is strong proof that 
this requirement of Moses’ law was what he 
had in mind. “Will a man rob God?” he 
says, “yet ye have robbed me. . . . But yesay, 
Wherein have we robbed thee? In ¢z2thes and 
offerings. Ye are cursed with acurse ; for ye 
have robbed me, even this whole nation” (or 
people). “Bring ye all the tithes into the 
store-house, that there may be meat in mine 
house, and prove me now herewith, saith the 
Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the win- 
dows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing 
that there shall not be room enough to re- 
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ceive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for 
your sakes, and he shall not destroy the 
fruits of your ground, neither shall your vine 
cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith 
the Lord of hosts. And all nations shall 
call you blessed, for ye shall be a delightsome 
land, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

When we see how this most simple and 
most reasonable method of supporting God’s 
cause is neglected in these last days, we can 
discern the wonderful force of this scripture 
in its connection. No man can deny that it 
is placed in the midst of a prophecy mainly 
relating to the work of God in the last days. 
It would be strange, indeed, that, if tithing 
was abolished at the cross, as many believe, 
the prophet should mention this exploded 
duty in connection with the last days as he 
does. He is speaking of the last days, and 
reproves the people sharply for committing 
the great sin of robbing God in not paying 
tithes, and yet tithing was all abolished 1800 
years before! Why should he bring a duty 
of the Old Testament into a prophecy of the 
last days if it is not binding, and denounce 
the sin in such strong terms? Would it not 
be wholly incongruous and out of place? Let 
those answer who hold such a view. 

But with those who believe tithing is bind- 
ing in this dispensation, there is a startling 
force in this scripture. It proclaims a long- 
neglected duty. Here is a provision of the 
law of Moses requiring attention. The great 
burning day is coming. The people must 
take up their neglected duties, and be com- 
plete in all things which God requires. They 
are to be purified and cleansed in the furnace 
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of affliction. The Judgment day is coming. 
God's cause is being hindered for want of 
means. “Bring all the tithes into the store- 
house.” 

Some object that this word ‘“store-house” 
implies the paying of tithes in kind, z. 2, 
in grain and fruit, and not in money, and 
therefore it must apply to the method of the 
old dispensation. But we see no force in 
this reasoning. The prophets used the terms 
they were accustomed to intheirtime. They 
spoke often of God’s people as “Israel,” ‘“Ju- 
dah,” “ Jacob,” .“ Jerusalem,” “Zion,” ete; 
when plainly referring to this dispensation. 
On the same principle they spoke of “ offer- 
ings,’ “store-houses,” etc., which they com- 
monly used in that age. Even Paul speaks 
of the “‘first-fruits” of the Spirit, the “first- 
born” from the dead. He was accustomed 
to these terms, as a Jew. The word “store- 
house” would imply the place where tithes 
were kept. In that age it would be granaries, 
in this, treasuries. The phraseology of the 
ancient prophets is often influenced by the 
habits and customs with which they were 
familiar when they describe things in this dis- 
pensation. Malachi’s reference to tithing is a 
powerful argument to show that it was not 
abolished when the Jewish dispensation ceased. 
It is a solemn duty in the last days, just be- 
fore the great burning day. A neglect, of it 
is ‘robbing God,’—a sin, by the way, which 
none will like to justify when standing before 
the great white throne. The covetousness 
and meanness of refusing to give to God the 
one-tenth of our income, which he claims,—a 
small amount indeed compared to what we — 
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ought to give,—will look very different then 
to some than it does now. 

This reference of Malachi’s to tithing in the 
last days demonstrates its obligation beyond 
all question. We know of no possible escape 
from this conclusion. 


SUMMARY OF POINTS MADE IN FAVOR OF TITHING. 


We here rest the main argument for the 
perpetuity of the tithing system, and present 
a brief summary of the points proven :— 

1. As the prosperity of God’s cause de- 
pends upon a body of laborers to sustain it, 
he must have some well-defined system for 
supporting those laborers. 

2. Without such a system he would show 
himself neglectful of the interests of his own 
faithful servants. It would bea reflection not 
only upon his wisdom but his character to 
suppose he would call such to give their lives 
to him, and make no provision for their sup- 
port. 

8. As God has had chosen servants in all 
dispensations, such a system would be needed 
in all ages. Hence it would be found in the 
patriarchal, Jewish, and Christian dispensa- 
tions. 

4. Tithing is the only system that would 

meet these conditions. No man can claim 
any other which would cover all. 
_ 5. We find it by the clearest evidences ex- 
isting in the patriarchal age. Abraham and 
Jacob both recognized it as an existing insti- 
tution. 

6. It was not new even then; for the ref- 
erences to it in Genesis speak of it as some- 
thing well-known, and not like circumcision, 
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the Passover, etc.; for the origin of these 
is clearly given. But not so of tithing. It 
is referred to like other moral duties which 
date from the most ancient times. 

7. God recognized this ancient institution 
as soon as his people were delivered from 
bondage, where they could keep it, by sol- 


~emnly commanding it in the law of Moses. 


8. Asin the days of the patriarchs it was 
applied to the support of the servants of the 
most high God, so in the Jewish dispensa- 
tion it was the principal means of support of 
the great body of those who gave their lives 
to God’s work. 

9. It was often referred to asa solemn duty 
all through the history of the Jewish people. 
In days of backsliding the prophets rebuked 
the people for neglecting it. And when it 
was neglected, the cause of God suffered, and 
his servants had to leave his service, and en- 
gage in worldly business. 

10. Christ, four days before his crucifixion, 
recognized the moral obligation of tithing, 
even to the very smallest particulars, the 
tithing of little’ garden herbs. 

11. This indorsement cannot be confined 
to the four days remaining of the Jewish dis- 
pensation. He was speaking for the gospel 
age. The idea that the teaching of our divine 
Lord was for the Jewish age, and not for the 
Christian, should be sternly rebuked. His 
words are a// of the highest possible authority 
to every Christian, those in favor of tithing 
as well as of other things. 

12. Christ in his teaching enforces the obli- 
gation of the law of God and the tithing to 
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the minutest particulars. But those laws 
which were inconsistent with the principles 
of his gospel he sets aside, even before the 
cross. This is a strong proof of the perpe- 
_tuity of tithing. 

13. While we freely admit the abrogation 
of all typical and ceremonial laws, and such as 
were peculiar to the Jewish system at the 
cross, this does not affect the duration of the 
tithing, forsit was not typical nor ceremonial 
nor Jewish. It existed more than 400 years 
previous to the national covenant made with 
that people, and about 200 years before a de- 
scendant of Judah was born. As it did not 
owe its existence to that age, it would not 
pass away with that age. : 

14. Tithing is first mentioned in connec- 
tion with the Melchizedek priesthood. Christ 
is a priest of that order. Therefore tithing 
properly belongs to the priesthood of Christ, 
or the present dispensation, even more than 
to the Levitical priesthood. As it certainly 
existed then, it is still more logical to expect 
it now. 

15. Paul’s argument in 1 Cor. 9: 9-14 rela- 
tive to the ministry of the old dispensation, 
that they had a system by which those were 
supported from the tithes kept in connection 
with the temple, proves that a similar system 
is‘provided to support the gospel ministry. 
“Even so hath the Lord ordained,’ meaning 
in a “precisely similar manner” the Lord has 
ordained the support of God’s ministers now. 
This would be true if tithing is perpetuated ; 
but if it is abolished, it would not be true. 

16. The Scripture facts concerning the Sab- 
bath and tithing show that both existed in 
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the patriarchal age ; the Sabbath and the tithe 
were both “holy unto the Lord;” both were 
tests of loyalty to God, the one in our time, 
the other in our means; both were sacred 
institutions in the Jewish age; both were 
approbated by Christ; both are recognized 
as of moral obligation; and both are as nec- 
essary this side of the cross as they ever were. 
These points of likeness prove that they will 
stand or fall together. The arguments and 
principles by which we prove the perpetuity 
of the one, prove it also of the other. 

17. The strength of language used when 
God speaks of tithing shows it to be a duty 
of great importance, and the neglecting of it 
a great sin. “Robbing God” is a wrong of 
great magnitude. God would not speak ofa 
trivial matter of limited duration in such 
strong terms. 

18. Tithing is founded upon a moral obliga- 
tion. It relates to our duty to God, and to 
the spiritual welfare of mankind, inasmuch as it 
is God’s plan for sustaining his own servants. 
Such obligations are not confined to one dis- 
pensation, but belong to all. 

19. Finally, tithing is made an important 
duty, and its neglect a great sin, in one of the 
clearest and most important last-day prophe- 
cies of the Bible. It is made so important 
that God’s curse follows its neglect and his 
blessing its observance, even in the seasons 
of the year, and in the products of the ground. 
Would this be so if it were a small matter? 
And if it is so clearly a duty in the last days, 
how can we escape its binding obligation in 
this, the Christian dispensation ? 


In view of this vast array of facts, how can _ 
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Christian men, who want to serve God, ignore 
this system of God’sown appointment? Why, 
there is scarcely any duty of the Bible which 
can be made plainer. There are certainly 
few that are more reasonable or consistent 
with God’s well-known care for those who 
labor for him. May the Lord help us to obey, 
and cease to “rob God.” 


WE ARE TO PAY A TITHE OF WHAT? 


Having proved the obligation of tithing, 
we now inquire on what is a tenth to be paid? 
What does God require of us in the payment 
of tithes? We answer, One-tenth part of our 
income. What is the meaning of the word 
income? Webster defines it as follows: “That 
gain which proceeds from labor, business, 
or property of any kind; the produce of 
a farm; the rent of houses; the proceeds of 
professional business; the profits of com- 
merce or of occupation ; the interest of money 
or stock in funds, etc.; revenue ;. receipts ; 
especially the annual receipts of a private 
person or a corporation from property ; as, a 
large zucome, a limited zucome.” 

This is a very different word from zucrease 
which means “to become greater in bulk, 
quantity, number, degree, value, intensity, 
authority, reputation, etc., to grow, to aug- 
ment, to advance.” 

The definition of zucome is very clear. Did 
God’s requirement in the payment of tithes 
answer to this definition of income? “To the 
law and to the testimony.” Lev. 27:30-33. 
“ And all the tithe of the land, whether of the 
seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is 
the Lord’s; it is holy unto the Lord, And if 
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aman will at all redeem ought of his tithes, 
he shall add thereto the fifth part thereof. 
And concerning the tithe of the herd or of 
the flock, even of whatsoever passeth under 
the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the Lord. 
He shall not search whether it be good or 
bad, neither shall he change it; and if he 
change it at all, then both it and the change 
thereof shall be holy; it shall not be re- 
deemed.” 

It is well known that the children of Israel - 
were a nation of farmers, shepherds, and 
herdmen before the captivity, almost univer- 
sally so. Hence the law of tithing given to 
them relates especially to these classes. The 
only exceptions there seem to be to this 
were found in the tithe of the Levites. “The 
tithe of the land,” “the seed of the land,” or 
“the fruit of the tree,” and the “tithe of the 
flock and herd,” would cover their general 
sources of income. 

The tithe in that age was to be collected in 
kind, and turned directly over to those to 
whom God had given it, the tribe of Levi, who 
had no landed inheritance. It was not to be 
redeemed at all. Not one particle of this tithe 
was to be appropriated to themselves. If 
they did redeem it, they were to add one- 
fifth part more to it; and if they changeda 
lamb, kid, or steer, then the original one and 
the one substituted were both the Lord’s. 
“The tithe was holy unto the Lord,” there- 
fore it was very sacred. It was by this tenth 
part of a// they raised that God’s servants 
were supported. 

It would be precisely the same now if our 
farmers should turn over one-tenth of their | 
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wheat, oats, corn, barley, rye, potatoes, hay, 
and all that grows from seed, etc., the fruit 
of all kinds, and one-tenth of their young 
stock of all kinds to the church treasurer in- 
stead of the value of it in money. The zn- 
come is what comes tn from all these sources. 

Here we see it was not the zzcrease of prop- 
erty, but the zzcome from property, which was 
-to be tithed; the one-tenth part of a// they 
raised, whether of fruit, grain, or stock, which 
the Lord claimed as hzs own, and’ which was 
“holy unto the Lord.” 

So with Abraham. He gave Melchizedek 
“tithes of all.” Gen. 14:18-24. God had 
given into Abraham’s hand the persons who 
were captured, and a large amount of prop- 
erty. Abraham evidently felt that this vic- 
tory was by God's special help. He gave the 
persons their freedom, but he gave a tithe of 
all the property which came into his posses- 
sion; and then generously gave back the 
remaining nine-tenths to the King of Sodom, 
excepting the “portion of the men which 
went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let 
them take their portion,” and “that which 
the young men have eaten.” He first takes 
out the tithe of the whole property which 
came into their hands, as the Lord’s portion, 
as a recognition of his help and blessing. 
Then they ate what their natural wants re- 
quired from the balance, and then divided up 
the goods. The three young men who had 
risked their lives with him in this very peril- 
ous enterprise when a little handful went to 
fight against a multitude, received their proper 
portion ; then the large portion which Abra- 
ham might have claimed, he gave back to the 
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king of Sodom, taking no reward for himself. 
He regarded the rights of others, but gener- 
ously gave away his own. And this was the 
tithe which the patriarch felt it his duty to pay 
to the Lord, one-tenth of all before anything 
whatever was taken out. : 

Jacob’s tithe was a similar kind. Gen. 28: 
16-22. ‘And of a// that thou shalt give me 
I will surely give the tenth unto thee.” Verse 
22. Jacob was a poor vagabond, without a 
shekel. His fortune was to be made. His 
tithe, therefore, must have been a tenth of a@// 
his income, from every source. This we have 
every reason to believe he afterward relig- 
iously paid over to God. 

We have seen how our Saviour teaches the 
moral obligation of paying the tithe relig- 
iously, even to the tenth of the smallest ob- 
jects. We are forced, then, by all these in- 
stances and the direct and positive language 
of the law concerning it, to believe that it is 
not the excess, the profits, the zucrease, that 
is to be tithed, but the zucome from all 
sources. One-tenth of that which really 
comes in from all sources for our support, 
our profit, or with which to pay our debts, 
sacredly belongs to God, and is not our own. 
There are some seeming exceptions that we 
will notice in due time. 

It is evident that the same principle applies 
to all employments as well as to farmers, 
shepherds, and herdmen. One-tenth of the 
income of all that earn wages, or that live by 
brain labor, or who are merchants, or travel- 
ing men, or from any source of income what- 
ever, belongs to God. He has reserved this 
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to himself, to sustain those whom he has 
called to labor in his vineyard. 


The tithe is not only to be paid upon arti- 


cles of natural growth, as of fruit, grain, and 
stock, but from profits arising from manufact- 
ured articles, as wine, oil, etc. Deut. 14: 23. 
All sources of revenue come under this pro- 
vision. 

UPON WHOM HAS GOD BESTOWED THE TITHE? 


In the patriarchal dispensation we have 
seen that tithes were paid to those who min- 
istered in sacred things, “the priest of the 
most high God.” In the Jewish age, the tithe 
was devoted to the support of the priesthood 
and the Levites. The whole tithe of the 
children of Israel was paid to the latter, and 
then the Levites paid a tenth of that tithe 
to the priests, the descendants of Aaron. 
Num. 18: 20-28; Neh. 10:37, 38. This was 
their “inheritance,” their principal support in 
view of the fact that God had taken them 
into his special service to minister about 
sacred things. The priests themselves were 
also of the tribe of Levi.. 

This whole tribe was selected by the Lord 
to engage in work connected with his serv- 
ice. ‘And, behold, I have given the chil- 
dren of Levi all the tenth in Israel for an 
inheritance, for their service which they serve, 
even the service of the tabernacle of the con- 
eregation. Neither must the children of Is- 
rael henceforth come nigh the tabernacle of 
the congregation, lest they bear sin and die.” 
“But the tithes of the children of Israel 

I have given to the Levites to inherit ; 
therefore, I have said unto them, Among the 
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children of Israel they shall have no inher- 
itance.” Num, 18: 21-24; Neh. 10:37, 38, 
12: 44. 

Here it is evident that the whole of this 
tithe, every particle of it, was devoted to the 
support of those whom God had separated 
out from the mass of his people to be his spe- 
cial servants, those who gave their lives to the 
work of religion. . 

In the Jewish dispensation those who served 
as priests and in all the subordinate offices of 
religion, giving their lives to God’s work, re- 
ceived the tithe as their chief support. Their 
time was engaged in these services, and they 
were largely shut away from the ordinary oc- 
cupations of life because of this fact. No 
doubt many of these Levites were teachers of 
the law, scribes, workers connected with the 
services of the sanctuary and the temple, and 
those who helped in the offering of sacrifices, 
Gre: ete: 

Though the tithing was one of the princi- 
pal sources of support of this large body of 
religious workers, it was not the only one. 
There were the first-fruits and portions of the 
offerings and sacrifices which the law gave to 
the priests besides. 

In the Christian dispensation, the applica- 


tion of the same principles would require the . 


tithe to be used for the support of the minis- 
try proper, and all other laborers who were 
called by the church to devote themselves to 
the work of God, and make that their princi- 
pal business. It should be used for the sup- 
port of God’s workers as far as it will go; 
while other means should be used for the 
same purpose, if found necessary. We could 
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not, in view of the application of the tithes in 
the past, confine their use now only to min- 
isters who preach. There is no evidence 
that they were thus confined in past dispen- 
sations. But this principle we may regard as 
established beyond all question: The tithe 
was used wholly for the support of those who 
labored in the cause of God. We know not of 
a single exception in all the Bible where the 
regular tithe was devoted to any other pur- 
pose. We know of other tithes which were 
raised for a different purpose, of which we 
will speak in due time. We have seen that 
all of that tithe was devoted to the priest- 
hood and the Levites in both of the past dis- 
pensations. And there is no possible reason 
that can be assigned, why there should be a 
deviation from the same course in this age. 
There is a need of a// the tithe to sustain 
God's laborers now as much or more than 
there was then. The work of God is being 
ereatly hindered because this is not now done 
more faithfully. 


HOW ARE THE TITHES TO BE PAID? 


Anciently they were paid in kind; that is, 
tithes of wheat were paid in wheat, etc., liter- 
ally carried to the places prepared to store 
them for future use. We know this because 
such places are mentioned. 

Store-houses were provided. Thus Malachi 
speaking of what was familiar to him, says, 
“Bring all the tithes into the store-house, that 
there may be meat in mine house,” etc. These 
were also called “treasuries.” Neh, 13:12. 
Men were placed over them by the proper 
authorities. All that those had to do with 
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* the Lord’s tithe whose duty it was to pay a 


tithe, was to pay it over to, or place it under 
the direction of, the >roper officers, or really to 
pay it into the “ store-houses,” or “ treasuries.” 
If it all belonged to the Levites, as God says, 
they had no more right to make any different 
use of it than they had to keep it in their own 
possession. 

As God has a church with constituted au- 
thorities in this dispensation, the same prin- 
ciples require that the tithe should a// be paid 
into the church treasury for the support of 
those who labor in the cause. There is not 
an instance to be found in the Bible where 
an opposite course is authorized. The tithe is 
to be paid to those who are appointed to re- 
ceive it by the constituted authorities of the 
church, to be used for the purpose for which 
it is raised, viz., the support of God’s labor- 
ers. Any other use is a perversion. 


MAY NOT THE TITHE BE PAID FOR THE POOR AND 
OTHER BENEVOLENT OBJECTS ? 


We answer: Wot if the foregoing positions 
are correct. To use it for such purposes 
would absorb it, and render it unreliable for 
the very object for which it was instituted. 
It would turn it into an entirely different 
channel. The reason which the Bible gives 
for the tithing—the support of God’s laborers 
—would then be set aside, and an entirely 
different set of reasons would be necessary to 
sustain it, z. ¢., those bearing upon the support 
of the poor. The two systems are dissimilar, 
and based upon different considerations ; the 
one upon justice, the other upon charity. 


God nowhere teaches that those who labor 
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for him to save souls are to be supported by 
charity, that they belong to the unfortunate 
and helpless classes, or that their work is 
of small importance. They are spoken of as 
“ambassadors for Christ.” 2Cor.5:20. They 
stand in ‘‘Christ’s stead,” as representatives 
of the court of heaven. They are engaged in 
the noblest calling on earth. Whatever 
sroveling, worldly men may think of it, God 
regards those who give themselves to him to 
labor to save their fellow-men, as engaged in 
a noble service. They shall “shine as stars 
forever and ever.” ‘The laborer is worthy 
of his hire.” “If we have sown unto you 
spiritual things, is it a great thing that 
we shall reap your carnal things?” ‘God 
has ordained: that those who preach the gos- 
pel shall live of the gospel.” God has not 
left these to beg their way as objects of 
charity ; but he has made a provision for their 
support in the tithing. One-tenth of the in- 
come of every man belongs, says God’s word, 
to the support of God’s servants. He has de- 
voted it to their support. But men “rob 
God,” and take this and use it up for them- 
selves, or give it away to some other object, 
perverting it to some other purpose than God 
has designed. God's servants who labor faith- 
fully are in justice as much entitled to an 
honorable support as any farmer, lawyer, doc- 
tor, or day-laborer. Their support is in no 
sense a charitable matter. God has reserved 
and set apart an allowance from his unlimited 
treasuries for this very purpose. If people 
will not steal it, and use it for something else, 
there will be no lack. 

But charity to the poor is based on an en- 
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tirely different set of reasons. This appeals 
to us from the principle of mercy. As Godis 
merciful, we should be also. As he pities us, 
we should also pity others in misfortune, and 
do what we can to help them from that por- 
tion of means over which God has made us 
stewards. This does not include the tithe, 
which God has reserved for another purpose. 
That is “holy unto the Lord.” These posi- 
tions are too stable to be ever set aside. 


Now to use the tithing for charity would 
entirely overthrow God’s plan. It would take 
a very large portion of it, and cripple the 
work which he has designed it to sustain. All 
that those who pay tithes have to do with the 
tithe is to pay it over to the treasury which 
the constituted authorities have provided, so 
it can be used for the purposes the Lord has 
designated. What right can any man have 
to reserve the tithe, and use it for other pur- 
poses than those the Lord has stated? None 
whatever. 


FOR OTHER BENEVOLENT OBJECTS GOD HAS DESIG- 
NATED OTHER SOURCES OF INCOME THAN 
THE TITHE. 


God requires of us liberality, and offerings 
for the benefit of the poor. It is in no sense 
a liberal act on our part to turn over the tithe 
to the Lord. It is his already. To retain it 
is “robbing” him. It is not a Zderal or be- 
nevolent act for me to keep the Sabbath-day ; 
for that time already belongs to God. Or to 


pay my taxes; they belong of right to the 


Government, for the protection it affords me 
in life and property. It is not a liberal act 
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for me to turn over money in my possession 
belonging to another. It is precisely so of 
the tithe. It belongs to the Lord. He has 
reserved it, and he has a right to do so. 

But we are required to be liberal to the 
poor. “The liberal soul shall be made fat; 
and he that watereth shall be watered also 
himself.” Prov. 11:25. This is not tithing. 
“He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth 
unto the Lord; and that which he hath given 
will he pay him again.” Prov. 19:17. How 
could we lend to the Lord that which is al- 
ready his? The tithe ‘‘zsthe Lord’s.” “Every 
man, according as he purposeth in his heart, so 
let him give, not grudgingly, or of necessity ; 
for the Lord loveth a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor. 
9:7. None of these scriptures refer to tith- 
ing. They are based upon entirely different 
considerations. The poor are to be assisted 
by benevolence. But God has reserved the 
tithe as his own, to sustain his own servants. 

But in the Jewish dispensation God hada 
special tithe which was raised to help the 
poor. It was wholly distinct from the orig- 
inal tithe. A full account of it will be found 
in Deut. 12:6-18; 14:22-29; 26:19. 

The following reasons clearly show these 
two tithes were distinct: The first was al/ to 
be given to the Levites (Num. 18:21) for 
their support, as they had no inheritance of 
land. It was to be paid every year (Lev. 
27:80); for they raised their crops and stock 
every year. It was laid up in store-houses for 
their support as they needed it. It was the 
principal means for sustaining the Lord’s 
laborers. The Levites paid a tenth of this 
tithe to the priests for their support, If ad/ of 
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this tithe was given to the Levites, it is evident 
none was left for other classes. They were 
not to redeem any part of it, unless they 
added a fifth part thereto; and they could 
not possibly redeem any of that which came 
from the herds and flocks; for if they did, 
both the original and that substituted for it 
belonged to the Lord. 

But this secondary tithe was different in 
almost every respect. They were to eat of it 
themselves, the fatherless, the widow, the 
stranger, and the Levite. It was to be turned 
into money, if the distance was long, and with 
that money they were to buy whatever “ their 
soul lusted after, oxen, sheep,” etc. This 
tithe was to be made once in three years, 
“which was the year of tithing.” Deut. 26:12. 
No person can make these tithes the same. 
Indeed, some commentators claim that there 
were three different tithes; but all admit 
there were two. 

Let us notice the testimony of eminent au- 
thors on this point. Mrs. E. G. White says, 
in Review and Herald of March 11, 1884, 
“The Lord had commanded that every third 
year a tithe be raised for the benefit of the 
poor,—a tithe in addition to, and entirely 
distinct from, that given every year for the 
service of God.” 

Dr. John Gill, in commenting on Deut. 
96:12, says, “Every year a tithe was paid 
to the Levites; and besides that a second 
tithe, which was carried to Jerusalem and 
eaten there; and every third year, it was 


eaten at home; in their towns and cities ip the 


country instead of it, with the Levite, poor, 
and stranger, and was Called the poor’s tithe.” 
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Josephus’ Antiquities, book iv., chap. 8, sec. 
8, has the following: “ Let there be taken out 
of your fruits a tenth besides what you have 
allotted to give to the priests and Levites. 
This you may indeed sell in the country, but 
it is to be used in those feasts and sacrifices 
that are to be celebrated in the holy city.” 

Dr. Horne and other authors also speak of 
this same second tithe. There can be no 
doubt whatever but that the tithe in Deuter- 
onomy, which was to be used by the poor and 
the stranger, is a different one from that 
given to the Levites., 

We have learned, therefore, that the poor 
were to be sustained from the charities of the 
people, and that a second tithe was raised es- 
pecially for theiruse. ‘There is not the slight- 
est hint that the original tithe raised for the 
support of God’s ministers, was ever appro- 
priated to the poor, or to any other object 
but that for which it was raised. If it be said 
that what the Corinthians laid aside weekly 
for the “poor saints” at Jerusalem (1 Cor. 16: 
1, 2,) was a tithe, and hence we have one ex- 
ample of the tithe’s being used for charity, 
we answer, These “poor saints” were sfirit- 
ual laborers, who had used up all their prop- 
erty in spreading the gospel, to whom the 
Gentiles were in debt. Rom. 15:25, 27. It 
was their duty to bestow upon them temporal 
blessings in return. It was not charity they 
were giving, but they were paying a debt of 
obligation. Hence this is no exception. 

Men had no more right to use the tithe 
for gther purposes than those to which the 
Bane had given it, than they had to substi- 


tute common fire for hallowed fire, or unclean 


THE TITHING SYSTEM. 


beasts in sacrifices for clean, or other days for 
the sabbaths than those which the Lord had 
designated. And who would dare to do one 
of these things? 


WAS IT RIGHT TO USE THE TITHE FOR BUILDING RE- 


LIGIOUS EDIFICES, SUSTAINING RUNNING 
EXPENSES, 0R RETAIN IT BECAUSE 
IT WAS NOT NEEDED? 


If there ever were sacred edifices built to 
which it would be proper to apply the tithe, 
certainly they were the ancient sanctuary and 
the temple of God. God’s visible presence 
was seen in both of them, and his holy law 
was contained inthem. Was the tithe used 
in their construction? Not a hint was ever 
given in all the word of God that such was 
the case; and we have never heard such a 
claim advanced. We know it was not so 
used, for other provisions were made. 

In Ex. 25 we have a full account of the di- 
rections for the building of the sanctuary. 
The children of Israel were commanded to 
“bring me an offering” (not the tithe) of all 
the necessary articles, “gold, silver, brass, 
and blue and purple and scarlet and fine linen 
and goat’s hair and rams’ skins dyed red,’ etc., 
etc. “And let them build me a sanctuary.” 

In several chapters which follow we have a 
full account of what was done, In chapter 
86:5 we read, “ And they spake unto Moses, 
saying, The people bring much more than 
enough for the service of the work which the 
Lord commanded to make.” “They gave 


with a willing heart.” There was no appro-_ 


priation of the tithe to eke out their lack of 


liberality, no taking of that which God had 
Tithing. 5 
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appropriated to the support of his servants. 
But they made an “offering” freely. from their 
own stores to build the house of God. 

So also, when the wonderful temple was 
built by king Solomon, there was no appro- 
priation of the tithes. 1 Chron. 29: 1-9. 
Here we have set before us the treasures 
king David had laid up for this edifice, and 
what the “ chief of the fathers did:” ‘‘ And the 
people offered willingly.” And they had an 
abundance of all things,—gold, silver, pre- 
cious stones, etc., which were necessary. 

None of the tithe whatever was used for 
these buildings. Neither is there a single 
instance in the Bible where the tithe was 
ever used for such a purpose. What right 
have we, then, to make such appropriations 
of the tithe in our day? 

The same principle was carried out in ref- 
erence to the repairs of the temple. They 
were never taken from the tithe. 2 Chron. 
24:4-14. Here we have an account of the 
repairing of the temple under king Joash. 
A chest was made, and a proclamation 
throughout the kingdom for the children of 
Israel to bring in money, till there was a 
great plenty. Then workmen were employed, 
and the repairs were made, and with the 
money which was left over they made vessels 
for the temple service. They did not fall 
back on the tithing, the support ‘given to 
God’s servants, and take that to repair the 
house of God with. But they had just as 
good aright to it then as people have now. 
A similar course was pursued in the days of 
king Josiah. 2 Chron. 34:8,9. Here money 
had been gathered out of the different tribes 
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by the Levites, and used for repairing the 


temple. It was not the tithe, for that was 
then given to the Levites in kind. 


Neither were the running expenses of God’s 
worship paid from the tithe. A special provis- 
ion was made for this purpose, as we find in Ex. 
80:11-16. Here we see that every one who 
was twenty years old and upward was to give 
half a shekel (a little over thirty cents) “for 
the service of the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion.” Nehemiah also made special provis- 
ion for the same purpose. Neh. 10:32, 33. 
They did not fly away to the Levites, and 
take their support from them, to keep up the 


running expenses of public worship. Why, 


should people do so now with the means God 
has designed for the support of his servants? 

But supposing some of the Jews had con- 
cluded that the tithe was more than the Le- 
vites needed for their support, would they 
not have been justified in withholding their 
tithe, or in appropriating it in some other 
way, or in using it themselves? We read of 
no such excuses being offered in the Bible. 
Sometimes they did not pay the tithe; but 
they were sharply charged with “robbing 
God,” and their sin was set before them. They 
pursued this course only in times of backslid- 
ing. 

We have an interesting instance in the 
time of king Hezekiah. He found the wor- 
ship and ordinances of the Lord very much 
neglected when he came upon the throne ; and 
he began a work of reformation. 2 Chron. 31 
gives an account of the tithing and offerings 
which the people had retained. He gave a 
commandment to bring them in. And they 
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brought them in “abundantly,” the “tithe of 
all things,” “the tithe of oxen and sheep, and 
the tithe of holy things which were conse- 
crated unto the Lord their God, and laid them 
in heaps.” “Inthe third month they began to 
lay the foundation of the heaps, and finished 
them in the seventh month.” Then they 
blessed the Lord when they “saw the heaps.” 
Then they brought the tithes and dedicated 
things, and chambers were built and men 
placed over them, and these stores were kept 
till they should be needed. And who shall 
say this was not a sensible arrangement? 
Sometimes there are fruitful years.. And in 
others there may be a dearth. Farmers and 
others lay up in store in the good years so 
there may be a provision for the years of 
scarcity. Why should not this be done in 
the Lord’s treasury? And what right has 
any man to say, “I do not think the tithe is 
needed the present year. I will appropriate 
it some other way, or use it myself”? Has 
God ever given any man such permission to 
dispose of that which he claims as “holy unto 
himself”? Does God’s claim upon the tenth 
cease in fruitful years? Such excuses will 
seem very foolish in the day of the Lord. 
Let us all remember the “tithe is the Lord’s,” 
and never is it to be given for any other ob- 
ject but the one he has designated. 


TITHING AMONG 8. D. ADVENTISTS, 


This people have believed for some twenty- 
five years that tithing was obligatory; and 
many have tried to faithfully pay a tithe to 
the cause of God. When the subject was first 
brought to their attention, they accepted it 
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because certain strong texts of scripture 
seemed to settle the question in their minds 
that it was obligatory. But they did not un- 
derstand it fully. 

Previous to 1878 we tried to carry out a 
plan called “ Systematic Benevolence.’ Each 
person estimated the value of his property, 
ten per cent of which was reckoned as its in- 


‘come, and one-tenth of this latter was the 


tithe he was to pay on his property. Per- 
sonal weekly donations were given besides. 
This was, as its name implies, systematic be- 
nevolence; but it was far from being the 
same as a Bible tithe. The tithe is in no 
sense benevolence. It is not ours to give, but 
the Lord’s all the time. 

The matter of the tithe was brought before 
the General Conference in October, 1878, and 
a committee of five appointed to prepare a 
work on this subject. Our people then gen- 
erally accepted the tithing principle theoret- 
ically, and have practiced it toa certain ex- 
tent ever since. 

But new light has been dawning upon the 
subject year by year. The work, “ Honor 
Due to God,” lately issued by the Pacific Press, 
has given much light upon the subject not 
hitherto published. It is a very valuable 
work, covering as it does the subject of 
tithes and offerings. It should be read by all 
our people. But we are fully satisfied that in 
our practice as a people we have failed greatly 
in coming up to an honest tithe. We come 
to this conclusion because, 1. The average 
tithe of all our people in America paid in 
1883, according to the Year Book, is $6.25 
per head. If this was an honest tithe, the 
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average income would be per capita $62.50. 
We are very sure this is much lower than the 
real average ‘income from all sources per 
member. 

2. We so conclude because of the great in- 
equality of the average tithe in different Con- 
ferences. The average in California stands 
$11.16 per head. And in the other States it 


runs all the way down from that to $2.27 per . 


head. According to these figures, the aver- 
age income per member in California would 
be $111.60 per head; while it would cost 
only $22.70 income per head in other Confer- 
ences for a year’s support. Truly that would 
be a cheap place to live where one could feed 
and clothe one’s self for a little over two 
dollars per month. There are seventeen of 
our American Conferences which pay less 
than the average $6.25 tithes per head. We 
know that they must pay vastly less than an 
honest tithe; for they could not support 
themselves as our people generally live on 
any such income. The lowest class of day- 
laborers will earn much more than this would 
indicate. We know of churches whose mem- 
bers are in moderate circumstances who 
pay from $12 to $20 per head, and then some 
of the members do not pay at all. 

We do not believe our people on an aver- 
age pay one-half of an honest tithe, if they do 
one-third of it, though there are many per- 
sons who do their whole duty in this respect. 
We are forced to this conclusion by the fig- 
ures and facts which come under our own ob- 
servation. The latter has been very ex- 
tensive, as we have traveled from Maine to 
California, and from Texas to Minnesota. 
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A GRISIS IS UPON US WHICH DEMANDS AN HONEST 
TITHE OF ALL, 


There was never a time when there was 
more importance attached to the tithing than 
the present. Our work is enlarging on every 
hand, and laborers are wanted in all direc- 
tions. Matters in the cause are assuming a 
new phase. New demands upon us in the line 
of laborers are coming in more and more. And 
certainly the time is reached when we ought 
to be honest with God, and give him his own. 

Let us notice some of the considerations 
which make this necessary. Until within a 
few years past the tithe has been used almost 
wholly for sustaining ministers of the gospel, 
those who preach from the stand. In some 
way it seemed to be universally understood 
that no others were entitled to any of the 
tithe. But more recently it has become cus- 
tomary to pay our tract and missionary State 
secretaries from the tithe, and our Auditing 
Committees have settled with them the same 
as ministers. It has taken, in many Cases, 
considerable argument to bring this about. 

Within the last year or two another class 
has also been laboring in the cause, and the 
question has been raised, How shall these be 
paid? We refer to colporters and missionary 
workers of different classes, laboring in the 
field or in city missions. These have in 
many cases been paid from the tithe. But in 
several instances it has been a heavy strain 
upon the treasury, and in some cases the min- 
istry have not had a reasonable support be- 
cause of this.. The question has come to the 
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front in a manner so forcible that it must be 
met and settled. 

This is to be a most prominent and impor- 
tant matter henceforth. We look for the time 
just ahead when thousands of laborers will be 
going forth in all parts of the field, conveying 
the precious truth. We have hardly begun 
as yet. The Lord has shown that this will be 
so; and it must be if this is the “third an- 
gel’s message.” It is to go to “peoples, na- 
tions, tongues, and kings.” It is a great, a 
mighty work. Many can labor as effectively 
in the missionary work as colporters and la- 
borers as those who preach from the desk. 
Many, no doubt, will canvass, and pay their 
way by the profits on sales. But there are 
many others who cannot be supported in this 
way, whose labors are necessary to carry the 
truth. How shall these be sustained? 

After giving the matter much reflection, 
we have settled the question in our own mind. 
We believe the tithing is designed of God for 
the support, as far as it will go, of all laborers 
who are called by the cause of God to give 
their time to his work. We know of no other 
special system for this purpose. If, as in the 
apostle’s days, this should not be sufficient, 
still other means will be required; for the 
work of God must not be hindered. We 
know of no reason why faithful missionaries, ' 
colporters, or tract society secretaries, who 
devote themselves to the work of God with 
all their hearts, are not as much entitlec to a 
living from the tithe as those who stand in 

the desk to preach. In past dispensations 
those who labored in every department of 
God's cause were sustained by the tithing, 
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And the labor of those who go from house to 
house to talk and pray with inquirers, resem- 
bles the apostolic practice of God's ministers 
fully as much as those who lecture or preach 
in the desk alone. We cannot believe this 
position will be controverted by any one, it 1s 


so evidently true. We see at once, then, 


what a large addition of laborers this indi- 
cates, and how much greater the calls upon 
the tithing will be. Even with our best ef- 
forts to sustain laborers by profits on sales, 
we shall find many necessary workers in cities 
and other places who must be sustained. 

We are forced, then, to the conclusion that 
we shall be obliged to raise money by getting 
up a variety of other funds to meet the wants 
of the cause in each locality, or that we must 
bring the tithing up to what it should be. 
For our part, we think God’s plan should be 
carried out, rather than to get up a host of 
substitutes. We ought to stick to the right 
plan till it is lived up to by our people ; then 
it will be time enough to find other expedi- 
ents. If we are not paying one-half of the 
Lord’s tithe, surely the true resource 1s not 
exhausted yet. Again, God will not bless our 
people while we continue to “rob him,” as he 
would if we paid him his due. We are satis- 
fied that many are injuring their own souls 
in “robbing God.” 

With this great crisis in the cause just 
ahead of us, we feel that we ought everywhere 
to make a grand rally to bring this matter 
before our people in the true light, so that 
there may be concerted action throughout 
the field. Could we double the tithe (and 


surely we ought to do it), it would increase » 
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our funds by more than $100,000 in one year. 

This pamphlet is prepared with the hope 
that it may exert an influence on the right 
side of this very important question. 


PRACTICES AMONG US INCONSISTENT WITH AN 
HONEST TITHE. 


THE TITHING SYSTEM. v§s ae. 


tithe which was “holy unto the Lord,’ “a//” 
of which was given “to the children of Levi 
for an inheritance!” Not ashekel of this tithe 
was used, even to build the sanctuary or the 
temple, the most sacred edifices ever erected. 
How much less ordinary synagogues or meet- 








ing-houses! Using the tithe for such pur- 
poses hinders the work of sending out labor- 
ers to save souls. ty might go if there 
ns to support them. 
Nie ever hear a Bible argument used to 
sustain this practice. The reason assigned 
for it is always this: That the church are try- 
ing to build a meeting-house, and are wt 
able to do so without taking the tithe to do 


te 


We have established, from the Bible, by 
the plainest evidence, that God claims a tenth 
of every man’s income, even as he claims a 
seventh part of his time. This portion of 
means he has set apart to the support of his 
servants, and no man has a right to appropri- 
ate it otherwise than he has directed. Nota 
single instance can be found in all the Bible 
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where the regular tithe was ever appropriated 
otherwise than for this purpose. 

But the practice among us has varied in 
many ways. We believe the time has now 
come, in view of the want of means for sus- 
taining God’s work at present and in pros- 
pect, when our practice ought to be brought 
into harmony with God’s word in every par- 
ticular. We shall then expect our people 
will receive his blessing, as he has promised 
to those who bring “all the tithes into the 
store-house.” Let us notice some of these 


practices which are not in harmony with the 
divine plan. 


BUILDING MEETING-HOUSES AND REPAIRING THEM. 


Many thousands of dollars of tithes have 
been paid for these purposes. Yet there is 
not an instance in the Bible where such a use 
was made of the tithe. Even the secondary 
tithe, brought to view in Deuteronomy 12 and 
14, was not so used. How much less that 
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it. No doubt many little companies ahs 
times pressed closely to find means wit 

which to build a church edifice, and it fe 
something of a hardship at the time. The 
writer has often favored such granting at 
mission of the Conference for the churc 

to retain the tithe under the stress of cir- 
cumstances. Yet we must confess, nee 
careful study of the subject, that it 1s who y 
unscriptural. The only possible trite 
we can use now to justify the practice 1s t is 
Possibly the Conference treasury In the i 

would be the gainer in some instances Dy 
granting permission ; for it 1s possible a 
without a meeting-house the company of be- 
lievers would be scattered, and less aie eh 
would reach the treasury than if the ene 
were given to the church, and the house bui i 
But we cannot justify the practice on any scrip ; | 
ural grounds whatever. We believe other an 

better methods for assisting weak compat 
can be found than to misappropriate the tithe. 
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USING THE TITHE FOR RUNNING EXPENSES 
OF CHURCHES. 


_ In every company of believers where meet- 
ings are maintained, there are running ex- 
penses for fuel, lights, and things of that kind 
There are large churches, like Battle Creek, 
where the incidental expenses are many hun- 
dreds of dollars per year. This item becomes 
quite an important matter in such cases, es- 
pecially where the church has many extra 
burdens of large meetings, etc. It is a mat- 
ter of some perplexity in such cases, how the 
large expenses shall be met. 

Yet we can see no scriptural justification 
whatever in taking that fund which God 
has devoted to sustain his own laborers to 
pay for fuel, lights, etc., in the running 
expenses of churches. Why would not the 
church have just the same moral right to take 
enough out of the mission funds, the College 
Sanitarium, or Office funds, as out of the tith- 
ing, with which to pay these expenses? In- 
deed, God has said very plainly how the tith- 
ing should go; while he has said nothing 
about the disposition of these other funds. 
Appropriating the tithe in this way, therefore 
is really against God’s directions; while to 
thus appropriate the others would be simply 
against man’s arrangements. We believe all 


hd oe should go into the treasury of the 


Anciently, a special fund was raised to pay 
the running expenses. We have known many 
instances where wealthy churches would take 
their little running expenses out of their tithe, 


year after year. In the light of 
this is wholly injuuceanie’’ of God's wee 
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TAKING THE TITHE TO GIVE FOR BENEVO- 
LENT OBJECTS. 


There are many persons who use at least a 
portion of their tithe for various benevolent 
purposes, such as giving to the poor, paying 
for publications, helping in the Tract and 
Missionary Society, and various other good 
works. The objects are all worthy ; but we 
question the right to give away another’s 
property to a work, though it be ever so good. 
Supposing I had one hundred dollars of some 
other man’s property in my hands. Would I 
be justified in being benevolent with it? I 
might claim ever so strongly that the object 
was a good one upon which I proposed to be- 
stow it; but what right had I to give the 
other man’s property away? 

We have known some of our brethren to 
have a reputation for great liberality, when 
they had been giving the Lord's tithe to some 
benevolent object. Such a reputation as that 
for liberality is somewhat equivocal. They 
have really been daring to misappropriate 
what the Lord claimed as his own, breaking 
his command, and getting a reputation for 
liberality by so doing. Men with large in- 
comes are in special danger of treating the 
Lord inthis manner. We call it a poor kind 
of covetousness. 

Either the “tithe is the Lord’s,” or it is not. 
Taking it, and using it for some other pur- 
pose is “‘robbing God,” or it is not. The 
whole question is whether the Scriptures are 
true or not, or whether tithing is abolished — 
or not. If the Scriptures are true, and if 
the tithing is obligatory, then such prac- 
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tices are wholly wrong, and our only duty 
with the tithe is to pay it over to the Lord's 
treasury. We can say again, There is not an 
instance in the Scriptures where the regular 
tithe was ever paid for any other purposes 
than to sustain those whom God had called 
to labor. 


PAYING TAXES WITH THE TITHE. 


We have seen brethren take the position 
that it was right to use the tithe for this pur- 
pose. They reasoned that in the Jewish dis- 
pensation, where the government was a the- 
ocracy, supporting the servants of God, and 
supporting the government was the same in 
substance, and that when their tithes were 
paid, the government of the nation was sus- 
tained at the same time. 

But this is a manifest error. We have seen 
that all the tithe was given to the Levites, the 
class who were specially set apart by God to 
minister in holy things. AJ// of it was to go 
to that object. Then none was left to be de- 
voted to a different object. But the govern- 
ment was most generally in a different tribe. 
Joshua was of the tribe of Ephraim, Caleb of 
Judah. The government of Saul was of Ben- 
Jamin. David's long line was of Judah. Few 
of the judges were of the tribe of Levi. The 
government of the nation was rarely in the 
hands of the Levites. 

On that interesting occasion, when the 
children of Israel determined to have a king 
(1 Sam. 8), Samuel was commanded to set 
before them the course their king would take, 
to deter them from this act. He told them 
he would take their sons and their daughters 
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to be his servants, his cooks, and vine-dress- 
ers, and to run in his chariots; he would 
take their fields from them to give to his serv- 
ants, etc., and that he would “take the tenth 
of your seed, and of your vineyards, and give 
to his officers and to his servants. And he 
will take of your men-servants and maid-serv- 
ants, and your goodliest young men, and 
your asses, and put them to his work. He 
will take the tenth of your sheep, and ye shall 
be his servants.” Verses 15, 16, 17. 

There is no question but what their kings did 
these very things. This is the usual course 
with those intrusted with great power. But 
the prophet sets these things before them as 
acts of oppression which would cause them to 
“cry out in that day because of your king 
which ye shall have chosen you.” “And the 
Lord will not hear you in that day.” Even 
if we should admit that this was the regular 
tithe which the king should take, it would be 
no evidence that he had any right to it. 

But the language plainly implies this was 
another tithe entirely. It was a tithe of 
“their sheep,” of “their seed,” he was to take. 
This could not be the regular tithe which was 
“holy unto the Lord,” and all given to the 
Levites. The king nowhere took away from 
them their allowance to appropriate to him- 
self. Such an instance cannot be found. The 
Levites were sustained under the reign of the 
kings as before. They needed the tithe as be- 
fore; and hence we see the oppressiveness 


of the king’s conduct, which would be so- 


crievous to the people, and cause them 
to cry out in their great oppression because 
after they had paid to the Lord the tithes re- 
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quired of them, then the king came in and 
took another tenth to support his costly gov- 
ernment. 

Thus we see Hezekiah (2 Chron. 31:4) com- 
manded the tithes to be brought in, not for 
himself, but that “the priests and the Levites 
might be encouraged in the law of the Lord.” 
So the tithes were laid in “heaps,” and then 
chambers were prepared for them. 

There is not an intimation anywhere in the 
Bible that the kings ever appropriated the 
Levitical tithe to their own use, or a hint that 
they were authorized to do so. And, indeed, 
it would have been impossible for them to do 
it without squarely violating the law which 
gave it a// to the Levites. 

God has everywhere guarded the distinc- 
tion between his own claims and those of 
earthly governments. He says, “Render 
therefore to Cesar the things that are Czsar’s, 
and unto God the things that are God’s.” The 
tithe belongs to the Lord. 


SHOULD THE POOR PAY TITHES ? 


This is a question which some may think 
embarrassing. It may be said that the poor 
have all they can do to live with their limited 
income, without paying away one-tenth of it, 
and hence it is oppressive to ask them to pay 
a tithe. But there are several questions 
worth considering on this point. If the tithe 
belongs to the Lord, as he says, should the 
poor feel like taking for his own living that 
which happens to be in his hands belonging 
to another, and use it without permission for 
his own benefit? Would he feel justified in 
doing this with others? If he rented land for 
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two-thirds of the crop, would he have a right 
to take the other third also, and use it for 
himself, because he was poor? Of course not. 
If he has had no permission from the owner 
of the tithe to use his property for his own 
benefit, the fact of his poverty will not make it 
right. But there is another view of this which 
is still more interesting. If it can be made to 
appear from the Bible that the nine-tenths 
left after the payment of the tithe will go far- 
ther, and do him more good than the whole 
ten-tenths would if he retained the tithe, then 
certainly it would be profitable from a pecuni- 
ary point of view to pay the tithe. 

We believe this latter to be the exact truth. 
Who can read of the blessings promised 
through the prophet Malachi, when men cease 
to rob God, and not believe that it is profita- 
ble pecuntartly to pay tithes? God says he 
will open the windows of heaven, and pour 
them out blessings that there shall not be 
room enough to receive them. And that he 
will rebuke the devourers for their sakes, 
so that they should not destroy the fruits of 
their ground, etc.,—a very different result 
from what they would have while they were 
“cursed with a curse.” Can any man believe 
that nine-tenths with the blessing of God is 
not better than ten-tenths with the curse of 
God? Do we really believe these promises? 
Is not God the same that he was when these 
words were spoken? We believe it is for the 
pecuniary profit of every man to pay an hon- 


est tithe to God. We do not believe it really 


pays in money to “rob God.” <A very little 
change in God’s providence may bring sick- 
Tithing. 6 
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ness into the family, losses of various sorts, 
and eternal loss at last. When the curtain is 
lifted, and we see things as God sees them, 
many will be astonished that they could be so 
blind as to think it paid to rob God. 

We have watched this matter quite closely 
for twenty-five years. We have never seen 
that those who pay tithes grow poor by so 
doing. We have never seen them in the 
poor-house, or objects of charity. But we 
have seen many who dodged tithing become 
paupers, and in deep affliction, helpless, and 
most needy. We have seen God's signal 
blessing rest upon many who paid an honest 
tithe. Everything they touched seemed to 
prosper ; while brethren of tact and pecuniary 
ability who did not pay tithes we have known 
to suffer losses year after year in stock and 
crops, much more than enough to pay the 
tithe. We have seen so much of this that 
we believe God regards these things just 
as he says in his word he will. , Hence we 
conclude that it is better even for the poor to 
pay tithes. 


SHOULD THE RICH PAY A TITHE? AND WHAT IS IT? 


Ifthe poverty of the poor does not release 
them from the payment of tithes, but if it 
brings the blessing of God upon them, how 
much more evident is it that those who are 
more favorably situated should pay the tithe? 
They are under still greater obligations to 
God than the poor. They can pay one-tenth 
of their income without the loss of a single 
blessing to themselves. Such have no excuse 
whatever for robbing God of the tithe. They 
have the promise of still greater blessings than 


THE TITHING SYSTEM. 


they have received if they perform this duty 
But strange to say, in the past it has been 
far more difficult to g¢t our wealthier brethren 
to pay the tithe than to induce those who 
are comparatively poor to do so. Our breth- 
ren of small means are far more punctual and 
faithful in this duty, as a general rule, than 
those worth their thousands, It seems that 
as soon as the tithe of the income begins to 
run up into the hundreds of dollars, our well- 
9 brethren begin to be in trouble, even if 
1g hl which remains is reckoned 
Weare satisfied this neglect to pa 
est tithe on the part of those of venti a 
our tithing fund falls so largely behind what 
paren ve be. We fear greatly that our 
er brethren a ilty 
ia ei re many of them guilty of 
This shows the power of wealth to blind 
the eyes and stifle the conscience. We have 
found it one of the hardest things we have ever 
undertaken to do,—to persuade our brethren 
who were worth from eight to ten thousand 
dollars and upward, to pay their tithe as their 
poorer brethren do, We have in some cases 
plead with them personally ; but it seemed 
they could not quite see it. We have known 
them, however, when they came down to 
their death-bed, to be able to see it as they . 
never did before, and deeply mourn over it, 
and leave strict orders for it to be paid after 
their death. How much better to be honest 
with God while we live! Oh the power of | 
wealth to blind the eyes! 
All sorts of excuses are invented to justify 
this neglect. Some will take the tithe with 
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which to pay all their gifts to the cause ; their 
T. and M. donations, etc. They say they 
wish to be their owngstewards, and devote 
their tithe as they think it should go. 

But nothing is clearer than this, that the 
tithe was paid over to the constituted author- 
ities of the church, into the treasury ap- 
pointed for that purpose; and was not to be 
given here and there as the whim of the indi- 
vidual might choose. It must come into the 
fund where it could be divided by those 
whom the church had authorized, so that 
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blessings. Does it not look ungrateful, mean 
and wicked for such to turn around and rob 
their greatest Benefactor of the small portion 
of one-tenth of their income? The principal 
is really all his, and they themselves also. 
And yet they withhold from God this tenth 
with which to support his cause in the earth. 


Oh, this will not look pleasant in the day of 
Judgment! 


- ESTIMATING THE INCOME AND THE TITHE. 


It is evident that very much of the efficiency 
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of the tithing system will depend upon the 
way the income and tithe arereckoned. There 
are many who really think they pay a tithe 
who come far short of it. Others make excuses 
which will not bear investigation. Some 
farmers reckon as their income simply what 


equality should be administered to all. 

What right had these wealthy brethren to 
profess to be giving to some benevolent object 
themselves, while simply misappropriating the 
Lord’s tithe? In such cases they really give 
nothing whatever themselves. The tithe ofthe 


S 








=~ 


























rich is one-tenth of all his income. His income 
is what comes in as gait from all sources,— 
rents, labor, business, or property, interest, 
proceeds of stock, salary, etc. One-tenth of 
all'that income God claims as his own, with 
which he proposes to sustain those who give 
their lives to his cause, and renounce the 
world. 

But what a poor return it is for all the 
blessings God has bestowed upon men of 
means, for them to withhold from him his 
own! Many of these have health, fine houses, 
stock in banks, interest on notes, fine horses 
and cattle. Their houses are full of pleasant 
pictures, and every luxury. They never want 
for anything. God has dealt most bountifully 
with them. Every single blessing they have 
received from the bounty of God. He has 
poured out upon them lavishly earth’s choicest 
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they sell and get money for, but do not take 
into account what they and their stock have 
consumed. Others who work for wages and 
receive board as part of the consideration, 
never reckon the value of it as a part of the 
income. Hence there is a failure to come up 
to an honest tithe. 


_ We acknowledge there are difficulties bear- 
ing on this subject where honest men may 
differ. So there are difficulties in regard to 
the Sabbath, and every moral question. Still, 
ifwe havea real desire to do just right, and 
use reasonable intelligence, we shall not go 
far astray. “ 


FOUR CLASSES WHO PAY TITHES. 


There are four general classes who should | 
pay tithes: 1. Those who derive their income 
from farming, gardening, and stock-raising ; 
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9. Those who earn wages or receive salaries, 
as day-laborers, professional men, clerks, 
teachers, mechanics, etc.; 8. The mercantile 
classes, or those who live by buying and sell- 
ing, exchanging property, or those who re- 
ceive a per cent of profits on transactions of 
business which pass through their hands ; 
and 4. Those who manufacture from the raw 
material various articles of merchandise. 
These four classes will cover most cases of 
those who should pay tithes. 


HOW SHOULD FARMERS RECKON THEIR TITHE? 


There are many questions that arise on this 
point, which greatly perplex those who raise 
crops and stock, as to what their tithe really 
is. We shall not undertake in this connection 
to do more than to lay down some general 
principles in the matter. 

We believe that we ought to cling as closely 
to the Bible methods as possible in carrying 
out every Bible requirement. Our circum- 
stances differ somewhat from those of God's 
people in ancient times, and modern civiliza- 
tion is more complex. Distances are greater, 
and the customs of the people are much 
changed. It would be almost out of the 
question to pay tithes in kind as they did 
anciently. To ship grain, vegetables, and 
stock to store-houses where they would be 
available now, scattered as our laborers are, 
would consume much of their value, and be a 
great hardship. It is necessary, therefore, to 
sell the tithe, and put it into money in this 
age. But the principle remains the same ; it 
should be paid into a common treasury. As 
the farmer does not pay in kind, what course 
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should he take to carry out, as nearly as the 
circumstances will permit, the real principle 
and spirit of the tithing system ? 

1. We think he should carefully and con- 
scientiously measure or estimate ali the 
grain of every kind, fruits of all sorts, and 
vegetables of every description, which he 
raises, and should ascertain the tithe of aW of 
these, even to the smallest things, before any 
portion has been consumed. This tithe 
belongs to the Lord. If he actually sells this 
tithe, all the proceeds should be put into the 
Lord's treasury. If he chooses to keep these 
things, a fair market valuation of them should 
be pu. in the treasury, such a valuation as he 
would be willing to take for his own portion 
which is left, the nine-tenths. A tenth is to 
be taken, remember, before we have eaten 
any part. We have no right to live from the 
Lord’s tenth. The nine-tenths are left for 
our sustenance. 

2. Of live stock raised by him, one-tenth 
sacredly belongs to God. These were sepa- 
rated out anciently at the weaning time, say 
at four or five months old. Ifa man raised a 
dozen calves, the value of those calves at that 
age should be estimated as he would be 
willing to sell them, and one-tenth of it should 
be placed in the Lord’s treasury. If he had 
three colts, one-tenth of the value of those 
colts at that age, what he would be willing to 
take for them, should be put into the treasury. 
So of lambs or other stock. 

It is evident that a farmer’s or stock-raiser’s 
real income is often derived as much from the 
growth of stock as from any other source. If 
the tithe of all young stock is honestly paid 
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at weaning time, and they are fed from the 
farmer’s nine-tenths the following year, the 
excess in their value at the end of the year 
over the sum of their value the year before 
and the hay or grain fed to them, will be 
the amount of their income to the farmer. A 
tithe of this should be paid to the cause. 
Every year’s growth could be ascertained in 
the same manner. But supposing the farmer, 
instead of feeding his milk to his calves, sells 
or kills them when very young, and sells the 
milk, or makes it into butter or cheese. Of 
course the tithing principle will require a 
tithe of the proceeds as much as before. If 
he takes one part, while the young stock 
live on another part, that part should be 
tithed also in the butter or cheese. 

If he keeps poultry, and sells and consumes 
eggs, a tithe of all those eggs belongs to the 
Lord. If he sets a portion of the eggs, and 
raises chickens or other poultry, a tithe of 
them, when grown, will belong to the Lord. 
This seems to come as near to carrying out 
the ancient system as any we can see. 

These principles will apply when the farmer 
owns his land, and raises his crops, stock, etc., 
with his own labor or that of his family. But 
supposing he hires the labor, or a portion of 
it, with which these are produced. These 
laborers should tithe their wages, and pay it 
into the treasury as a tithe of their income. 
If in that case the farmer tithes a// he raises, 
would not the tithe really be paid twice? So 
it would seem. We therefore conclude that 
what the farmer pays out for hired help w7th 
which to raise his crops or stock, should be 
deducted from the value of his income, and 
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that his own tithe would be one-tenth of the 
remainder. But this principle will apply only 
to the pay of that labor which is connected 
with the raising of his crop or stock. Other 
labor, such as for building, or improving his 


farm, and various other purposes, should be — 


paid out of his remaining nine-tenths. 

Where men are in debt for a portion of their 
farms, and paying interest on their debts, it is 
evident that their real income is as much less 
as the amount of their interest. The farm 
does not really a// belong to them till it is 
paid for. In such cases we think the interest 
should be deducted from the income before 
the tithe is reckoned on it. 


THE TITHE OF LABORERS AND THOSE WHO 
RECEIVE A SALARY. 


The income of such is more easily reckoned 
than that of farmers; and as aclass, we are 
sure that they pay a far larger tithe in pro- 
portion because of this fact. Such a man’s 
receipts from his labor or his salary is his in- 
come; one-tenth of what he receives is the 
tithe, which belongs to the Lord's treasury. 
If other members of the family work, of course 
the same principle applies to them, It is the 
same if he works by the piece or by the job. 
He pays his rent, clothes himself, and supports 
himself and family from the nine-tenths. 

But supposing he works out, and receives a 
salary, and his board, washing, etc. It is 
evident that the value of the board, washing, 
etc., should be reckoned, and the tithe taken 
of the whole. To make this evident, we will 
suppose two persons of the same ability work 
in the same neighborhood ; one works for $16 
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per month and his board, washing, etc., while 
the other works for $25 per month and boards 
himself. Unless the board was reckoned, 
there would be great inequality. One would 
pay but $1.60 per month tithe, while the other 
would have to pay $2.50 'tithe, and both of 
equal ability. It is very evident that the 
board, etc., is a part of the income, and its 
value should be reckoned; for the board 
would not have been given unless #t had gone 
so far toward paying for the labor, 


THE TITHE OF THE MERCANTILE CLASSES 


Is more difficult, perhaps, to reckon than the 


class last mentioned. They buy and sell, 
sometimes losing, sometimes gaining. It 
would be impossible to tell the exact result of 
every little transaction. Some very common 
articles, like sugar or salt or other things, 
may be sold at an actual loss to bring trade, 
while the profit is made on other articles. It 
is evident, therefore, that a person’s real in- 
come must be found by considering the profits 
and losses for a period of time, when he bal- 
ances his accounts, or reckons the sum of the 
whole transactions of that period. 

His income would be the profits derived 
from his trade as a whole during that period, 
whether it be a week, month, or year from the 
point where he balances his books, or from 
which he reckons. Every sensible merchant 
knows what he has made or lost in any given 
period. He must do that to carry on his 
business with any safety. One-tenth of that 
income, or one-tenth of all his real profits, 
belongs to the Lord, be it great or small. 
But the income should be so reckoned that 
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the cost of his own and his family’s living 
shall come out of the nine-tenths remaining 
after the tithe is taken out. 


THE INCOME AND TITHE OF MANUFACTURERS. 


The same principle applies to those who 
manufacture articles for sale or use. We have 
seen that oil and wine were tithed anciently. 
These are manufactured articles. Where the 
crude material is raised by the one who man- 
ufactures, and he expends his own labor only 
in the process, the value of the article made 
should be tithed, and placed in the treasury ; 
as in butter, cheese, wine, oil, and articles 
of that sort, which nature helps to make. 

But evidently this would not be true where 
he is to great expense in purchasing material, 
and the cost of manufacture is great, by the 
employment of help, paying interest on capi- 
tal, etc. In such cases the profits on the bus- 
iness after the expense is taken out would be 
the income he should tithe. These four 
classes, we believe, cover almost the entire 
subject. 

But there are many occupations where 
some if not all of these are blended. Thus, a 
farmer may work out a portion of the time 
for wages. He may engage toa certain extent 
in trading or manufactures; so the laborer, 
or the man with a salary, may have his patch 
of land, and raise more or less crops or stock ; 
so of the merchant or manufacturer. Many 
farmers buy stock to fatten, and buy corn to 
do it with. There is a great variety of cases 
which will involve more or less perplexity. 

But if the principles bearing on each class 
we have considered separately are right, then 
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these should be applied whenever a person is 
placed in that class by his occupation. For 
example: If a farmer becomes a laborer for 
wages, a portion of the time and his farming 
business should be tithed according to the 
principles applicable to that industry ; when 
he earns wages, the proceeds of that should 
be tithed on the principles applicable to that 
class. And so, also, with all other classes. 
Difficult questions will arise, no doubt ; but 
we are fully convinced that a real desire to 
pay an honest tithe to the Lord, with a fair 
degree of intelligence and counsel with those 
of experience in difficult cases, will enable one 
to come very near the right line. And in 
cases where we are at a loss to decide, it will 


always be safe to give the Lord the benefit of » 


the doubt. 

But the question is raised, If the manufact- 
urer should reckon his income after the ex- 
penses of the process are taken out, that is to 
say, upon his net income, why should not the 
farmer also reckon his income after all the 
expenses of raising his crop: and stock are 
taken out of it? We answer, There are 
several important points of difference between 
the two. In the first place, there was no such 
expense taken out of the income in the Bible 
manner ofreckoningthetitheanciently. Farm- 
ers had expenses of servants, and seed cul- 
tivation, reaping the crop, threshing, etc., etc., 
anciently as well as now. Let the reader note 
the case of Boaz, the wealthy farmer brought 
to view in the book of Ruth, or the multitude 
of servants Job had, and he will have a picture 
of ancient farming. But there was no taking 
out the expenses from the income or tithe 
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allowed by the law of tithing. One-tenth of 
the crop or young of the flock or herd was 
religiously paid. Why should there be a 
difference now in this respect? 

But is there not then an inequality between 
the farmer and the manufacturer? Not nec- 
essarily. The farmer has many providential 
helps and resources to counterbalance this 
seeming difference, which the manufacturer 
has not. As we have seen by the plan rec- 
ommended, the farmer tithes the young of his 
stock at weaning time. His profits in farming 
are derived largely from the growth of stock 
between this point and the time when he dis- 
poses of them. Here is a period where Prov- 
idence favors the farmer. The growth of this 
stock is often largely derived from grass not 
tithed, growing because of the rain and sun- 
shine the Lord bestows. Here the farmer has 
largely the advantage of the manufacturer. 
He derives an income from many sources 
where the manufacturer does not. He has 
chances where Providence can bless him if he 
does his duty. His working horses and cattle 
live much of the time where they eat the 
grass which grows without tithing ; while the 
manufacturer simply has a given amount of 
material from which to make the manufactured 
article. There is no chance for it to increase 
by the laws of growth provided by nature. 
There is no other class so directly benefited 
by, and so dependent upon, Providence as the 
farmer, none who has so much reason to be 
crateful for God’s blessings. Here are ad- 
vantages largely in the farmer's favor. Much 
of his profit in farming is not dependent upon 
his individual effort. His crops and stock 
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grow by the favor of Providence, while he 
sleeps or is idle. We think the tithing falls 
more lightly on him than any other class; 
while Providence is more directly bountiful to 
him than to any other. He is the last one 
who should be stingy with the Lord, or rob 
him of his tithe. We have heard of farmers 
so stingy with the Lord that they charged so 
much per bushel for marketing the Lord’s 
tithe of grain. How little such realize the 
blessings he bestows, and their obligations to 
him! The farmer also spends a large portion 
of his time and labor directly in caring for his 
own nine-tenths; while the laborer who re- 
ceives wages, and the manufacturer are busy 
all the time working where all their labor is 
tithed. For these and other reasons we think 
the farmer should not deduct the expenses of 
raising his crop from the amount of income to 
be tithed. 


SHOULD MINISTERS AND OTHER LABORERS FOR GOD 
PAY TITHES ? 


We answer, Yes. But some think otherwise. 
They claim that it is foolishness for ministers 
to be paid out of the Lord’s treasury, and 
then return it to the same place; and that 
ministers in this dispensation are like the 
priests of the Jewish dispensation, who did 
not pay tithes; therefore ministers ought not 
to do so. 

We entirely dissent from these’ positions. 
We see no evidence whatever that the priest- 
hood of the old dispensation typified the min- 
istry of the new. There is an important 
difference between a priest and a minister of 
the gospel. A priest is ordained in things 
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pertaining to God, “that he may offer both 
gifts and sacrifices for sins.’ Heis “ordained 
to offer gifts and sacrifices.” Heb.5:1; 8:3. 
Both the high priest and the priests did this. 
The offering of sacrifices for sins is an im- 
portant part of the work ofthe priesthood. We 
would respectfully suggest that this is not the 
work of the gospel ministry. Catholic and 
heathen priests still claim to offer these. The 
former offer the sacrifice of the mass. But 


what sacrifice for sins do Protestant ministers 


offer? Our Sacrifice was offered eighteen 
hundred years ago upon Calvery. 

We claim that the Levite workers of the 
old dispensation more nearly resemble the 
gospel workers than the priesthood do. Our 
Priest is in heaven. We should be sorry to 
see our S. D. Adventist ministers aping the 
priesthood. A minister is a worker for oth- 
ers. That is the meaning of the word. In 
Malachi 8:3 the prophet is evidently speak- 
ing of the gospel ministry in the last days, 
and calls them “the sons of Levi.” The Le- 
vites did pay tithes; why should not the 
ministers? 

But what is the use of paying their money 
right back into the treasury again? We 
answer, There are several uses for it. One use 
is that it sets an excellent example to others. 
Shepherds should set an example in all good 
works. 


Paying tithes is one important method of — 


testing our loyalty to God. Weare all being 


tested that way, and ministers are just as_ 


much in need of this test as any. We have 
seen many ministers who loved property and 
money as much as any one else. When we 
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see ministers whose property is becoming 
considerable, and growing quite rapidly, and 
they are unwilling to pay a tithe as their 
brethren do, we have felt it was a bad mark. 
It is sure to greatly injure their influence so 
far as inducine their brethren to pay a tithe 
is concerned, and chill their interest. And it 
is not right or consistent. Many of our min- 
isters receive a better support than some of 
those who pay tithes. If there is any place 
in which the ministry ought to set an exam- 
ple, it is in opposition to covetousness, self- 
ishness, and robbing God. 

After carefully considering this point, the 
last General Conference voted as follows :— 

Resolved, That in view of the difference of opinion exist- 
ing in regard to ministers’ paying tithes, we express it as the 
sense of this Conference that it is the duty of ministers in this 


respect, as in ali others, to be ensamples to the flock; that 
they should pay tithes, and urge upon all others to do the same. 


It is sometimes said that it would be just as 
well for the Auditing Committee to only pay 
the minister the amount he would receive 
after he should have deducted the tithe. 

But we think differently. The ministers 
should have a chance to exercise the same 
stewardship with the Lord's tithe as other 
people do. They should be tested in the 
same manner, and have a chance to show 
their loyalty or covetousness just the’ same. 
We should utterly oppose the plan of any 
Conference to assess a minister’s tithe, and 
charge it up against him, just as we would 
oppose any church’s assessing the tithe of a 
member, and veguzring him to pay it. It is 
a matter God alone will test men upon. The 


duty should be plainly taught, but the carry- 
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ing of it out must be left to the free-will and 
loyalty of each person. When a minister 
cheerfully sets the example, it always adds 'to 
the influence of his words upon the member- 
ship ; and it is right in itself. 


THE PAYMENT OF TITHES FROM THE STATE CON- 
FERENCES TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Is simply an equitable plan recommended 
by the latter and generally adopted by the 
former, to pay a class of laborers who go from 
State to State laboring in the general inter- 
ests of the cause, attending State camp-meet- 
ings, etc., and missionaries who labor where 
there are no organized Conferences. It is 
found by experience that about one-tenth of 
the labor of the ministry is expended in this 
way. Each State, therefore, contributes to 
this fund one-tenth of the gross amount of its 
tithe, unless the Conference is excessively 
poor, and has to beassisted. Scattered breth- 
ren, living in unorganized sections, also con- 
tribute to this fund. Each State Conference 
should pay quarterly, as it receives its tithe, 
one-tenth of its receipts from all sources to 
the General Conference treasury. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS. 


The tithing system lies at the foundation 
of our financial prosperity as a people. Over 
$100,000 per annum is raised yearly by the 
body of our people in this quiet, unostenta- 
tious manner. This serves for the support of 
a large force of workers, who carry the truth 
throughout the field. If this money had to 
be raised by way of donations, pledges, etc., 

Tithing. 7 \ 
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it would take a vast amount of time and effort, 
and would seriously interfere with other 
branches of the work. We see, therefore, the 
practical benefit of the system, If an honest 
tithe was paid by every one of our people 
according to the principles heretofore stated, 
we feel certain it would more than double our 
efficiency in financial strength. It would won- 
derfully relieve the situation in many Confer- 
ences. This increase is greatly needed al- 
ready, and will be more and more as the 
work advances. | 

A general movement among all the Confer- 
ences in which every minister should engage 
would greatly increase the tithe all over the 
field. Why should we not take hold of this 
earnestly? It would not decrease the amount 
done in other directions; for we find it now 
universal that those who are faithful in pay- 
ing tithes are the very ones who give most 
liberally in every other good work. God 
blesses those who are faithful in this direc- 
tion, and their hearts become liberal in other 
directions. There is means enough in this 
Cause to supply all reasonable demands. It 
is the lack of appreciating the work of God 
and the salvation of souls which dries up the 
fountains of liberality. When we are blessed 
of God in doing this duty, we shall be more 
likely to see the importance of other duties. 
Why should not our people to a man take 
hold and do their duty in this matter ? Every 
consideration requires it. They will not be 
the poorer by doing it. God has promised 
the richest blessings to those who will cease 
to rob him, and bring all their tithes into the 
treasury. He will “rebuke the devourer” for 
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our sakes. We see the ravages of noxious 
insects everywhere. They destroy millions 
upon millions every year. God promises he 
will not permit them to destroy the fruits of 
the ground if we will be faithful in this par- 
ticular. He says the fruit shall not fail, and 
that such prosperity shall follow that the 
people all around us shall call us “blessed. 

Mal. 3:10, 12. He will even open the win- 
dows of heaven, and pour us out blessings in 
such abundance that there will “ not be room 
to receive them.” Is not God the same to- 
day as ever? He changeth not. Why not 
test him as a people, and see if he will not 
verify his word to us. He asks us to do this. 
He says, ‘‘ Prove me now herewith,” and see if 
he will not open the windows of heaven, and 
bless us. Why not try it, brethren? Why 
not be just with God? Can any man prosper 
better with the curse of God upon him than 
with his blessing? Is not nine-tenths bet- 
ter with his blessing than ten-tenths with- 
out it? Or do we not believe he tells the 
truth? Away with cruel unbelief for once, 
and let us believe he means what he says. 

To “rob God” is a terrible sin. As a peo- 
ple we are soon coming up to the Judgment 
of the great day. So we believe. Can we 
afford to meet the gaze of those piercing eyes 
which read the secret motives of the heart, 
knowing that we have been using for other 
purposes that which he claims as his own? 
Robbery is a sin of great magnitude. One 
transaction of the kind among men startles a 
whole community. The officers of the law 
are speedily upon the track. Justice never 
sleeps till the guilty one is secured, and made 
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to feel the guilt of condemnation. But robbing 
God is abusing our greatest Benefactor. Is 
not the sin greatly aggravated when we rob 
a benefactor? For a son to abuse his mother 
brings upon his head the condemnation of 
the whole community. Is not our obligation 
to God greater than that of any man to his 
mother? We have lived all our days because 
of his goodness. We would perish ina moment 
were not his mercy over us. We are his by 
creation, preservation, and redemption. We 
eat his food, are clothed from his bounty, 
drink from his fountains, and breathe his air. 
All our wisdom, strength, and life come from 
him. He places under our control a meager 
one-tenth to be used as he requires, in that 
also which is for our own good,—the sustain- 
ing of his cause and worship in the earth. 
The well-being of myriads depends upon the 
services of the ministry. Andlo! men dare 
to use this tenth for their own purposes. “ Ye 
have robbed me in tithes,” this whole people. 
The Lord pleads with us. Is it not a great 
meanness, a crying shame, a high handed sin, 
against our greatest Benefactor? Men dare 
to appropriate this sacred fund to their own 
use. Men and brethren, let us cease doing 
this. We shall not feel well about it in the 
day of the Lord, which is near and hasteth 
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AN INTERESTING STUDY OF THE STATISTICS OF 
TITHING. 


In the annual report of the Secretary of the 
International Society in the “Year Book,” 
we have a very instructive table of statistics 
of work actually done in the cause in each 
Conference. We have the amount of tithes 
paid in each State, and the average amount 
paid by each member in each Conference. 
This last is a very instructive item; because 
it shows the degree of efficiency to which the 
tithing has been worked up in each Confer- 
ence. It is surprising what a difference there 
is in the different States, some paying two or 
three times as much per member as others. 
And what is still more remarkable is that 
some of the wealthier States pay far less per 
member than others which we know are far 
poorer. We here give this table. 


. California, ‘ 15. Maine, 

Nebraska, 8.68 . Minnesota, 
N ew England, * . Michigan, 
EBXAB, a sre-ok cope 7.62 | 18. Kentucky, 
Upper Columbia,.... 7. . Tennessee, 
Iowa, 7, . Wisconsin, 
North Pacific, ‘ . Missouri, 
. Pennsylvania, : 2. Virginia, 

.29 | 23. Illinois, 

6.20 . Indiana, 

« COMOTHOO Ys Soe ae aey 
2, New York, 
3. Vermont, 
Dakota, 


Total general average per member of the American Conferences, $6.25 


P$O MIS Sym Yop 


We feel certain that none of these Confer- 
ences pay a full tithe of their income, not — 
even California. Not one of the members 
pays more than a tithe; while in every Con- 
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ference there are many who pay but a portion 
of the tithe, or none of it. 

Take the California tithe, averaging $11.16 
per member, forexample. This would imply 
an income of $111.60 for each member. The 
tithe of a common day laborer, earning $1.00 
per day, would amount to even more than 
this. Suppose he works 300 days, he would 
earn $300, the tithe of which would be $30. 
Supposing his wife was also a member of the 
church, and earned nothing as income, so 
that two members in that family would divide 
the tithe between them. Then there would 
be $15.00 each coming from that family. 
This would be considerable higher on the 
average than the highest Conference mem- 
bership pays. 

But take the wealthy States of Illinois or 
Indiana, which pay respectively $3.91 and 
$3.88 tithes per member. This would imply 
an income of $39.10 or $38.80 as the average 
annual income of the membership in these 
States. Do we not know that these amounts 
must come far, far below the real income? 

A poor girl, working for $1.00 per week, 
and paying for her own board at that, would 
give almost a third more tithe than the aver- 
age member in these Conferences. But most 
likely the wages of hired girls in those States 
would average from $2.00 to $3.00 per week, 
and their board would be given as part of 
their pay. Their real pay would be, there- 
fore, as high as three or four dollars per week 
at the least we can reckon it. In that case 
the real tithe of a hired girl, almost the poor- 
est paid class of laborers there is, would 
amount to as much as $15.00 per year. Sowe 
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see that ordinary hired girls in these States 
would, if they paid an honest tithe, pay nearly 
four times as much per capita as the average 
tithe now paid per member. And this mem- 
bership is composed of well-to-do farmers, 
mechanics, teachers, and tradesmen, whose in- 
come is far more than that of hired girls. Any 
one can readily see what school-teachers who 
receive from $25.00 to $100.00 per month 
would pay if they paid an honest tithe. And 
what shall we say of those whose salaries 
reach from $500.00 to $1500.00 per year ? 

We are also sure that farmers’ tithes, if they 
would only reckon their increase honestly, 
would reach as high, on an average, as other 
classes. We make these statements to set peo- 
ple to thinking how we are really robbing God 
as a people in this respect. We do this, also, 
that our ministers may see the importance of 
instructing our people on these principles. 
We feel quite sure that the tithe, if all would 
pay faithfully throughout the field, would be 
as likely to exceed $20.00 per year on an 
average of our actual membership, as to fall 
below it. 

We do not feel that any of our Conferences 
deserve great praise for coming up on the tith- 
ing ; but certainly some have done far better 
than others. Having traveled very exten- 
sively among our people, we feel tolerably 
well qualified to judge of the comparative 
wealth among them. In this table there are 
six Conferences whose tithe averages over 
$7.00 per member. Among these are New _ 
England, Texas, and Nebraska. From per- 
sonal knowledge we feel sure that the mem- 
bers in these States are not, on an average, 
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nearly as well off as they are in the great 
Central States of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, etc. We know, of course, there 
are many poor people in all of them. It is 
very easy to imagine that the people at a 
distance are far better supplied with means 
than we who are nearer by. But ministers 
who have been to the people’s houses, eaten at 
their tables, observed their manner of dress, 
and looked at their farms and stock, ought to 
be able to understand the facts better than 
those who sit in their own houses, and guess 
at it. 

Texas and Nebraska are young States, where 
many of the people live in houses hardly as 
good as the barns of some the older States. 
They have everything to build and prepare, 
their land to improve, and they are compelled 
to live very carefully. Yet these pay nearly 
twice as much per member as in these old, 
settled States. We are sure that there is a 
great lack in working up the tithe in these 
Conferences. 3 

It is because of some of these things that 
we have felt stirred to make an effort to 
bring these facts before our people ; and this 
pamphlet has been prepared to furnish data 
to-our ministers and workers. We hope there 
will be a general effort all along the line to 
increase the tithe. We see the richest Con- 
ferences fall far below the average of the 
whole field—yes, below the amount per 
member in the British and Swiss missions. 
We have seen the poverty of our people in 
those countries; and it is a most distressing 
fact that our people in these wealthier Con- 


seca ee 
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ferences should fall below our poor missions 
in the amount raised per member. 

Here is Michigan, the largest Conference in 
the field. We greatly regret to find this State, 
which contains our own institutions, where 
greater light has shone perhaps than in any 
other, where our most experienced laborers 
have instructed the people, so far behind on 
the subject of tithing. She stands the seven- 
teenth on the list, or eighteenth, we can hardly 
tell which; for her average is precisely the 
same as that of Kentucky, one of the very 
poorest Conferences, so far as the wealth of 
the membership is concerned, in America. 
We are free to say that we know of no Con- 
ference where the average ability to pay is 
better than in the Peninsular State. Michi- 
gan stands less than Maine. Elder White 
used to feel such sympathy for the good 
brethren of his native State who cultivate 
the somewhat cold and sterile soil of that lat- 
itude, that he felt it was wrong to plead with 
them for means when money wasto be raised. 
Yet their average tithe is higher than that of 
Minnesota, Michigan, Wisconsin, Missouri, Ill- 
inois, or Indiana, our wealthier Conferences. 

The tithe of the Battle Creek church (some 
portion of which, however, was not paid into 
the State treasury, but was used for other 
purposes,—wrongly, as we think) averaged 
over $12.00 per member. Yet nearly all of 
those paying tithes are laborers working for 
a salary, mostly day laborers. Take out the 
tithe of this church from the State tithe, and 


the average of the balance of the Conference 


would only be $3.52 per member. Only Can- 
ada and Alabama are less than this. We 


. 
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think this result truly astonishing, something 
which should awaken and arouse the men of 
Michigan to more vigorousaction. The tithe 
is being appropriated to various other objects 
besides the one for which the Scriptures teach 
it should be used. 

Our good brethren, the Presidents of these 
Conferences we have mentioned, will perhaps 
not enjoy having their States pointed out in 
this manner ; but how shall we arouse them 
and others unless we give these facts to the 
members of our churches which are behind? 

We have procured a list of the churches pay- 
ing tithes in Iowa and Michigan, and the 
amount paid by each member in every church 
in these States. We have some curious rev- 
elations. For example, the highest tithe per 
capita paid in Iowa is $20.55 bya small church 
of farmers living in a small country place, 
mostly Scandinavians, we believe. They are 
not rich. The lowest is 65 cents per member 
of a church livingin a fertile farming country. 
There are two churches paying less than $1.00 
per capita; seven.churches paying less than 
$2.00; thirteen paying less than $3.00; twen- 
ty-one paying less than $4.00; while there 
are only six churches paying each over $10.00 
per capita. 

- In Michigan we have a few churches paying 
nothing at all into the treasury ; one giving 
as high as sx cents per head per annumtoward 
paying for the preaching of the gospel ; twelve 
churches each paying less than $1.00 per 
head ; twenty-six churches paying less than 
$2.00 per member; and fifty-one churches 
paying on an average less than $3.00 per 
member ; while there are only four churches 
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averaging over $10.00 per head; the highest 
being a little over $12.00 per member. | 

If the Presidents of Conferences would get 
a list of churches, and see what each pays per 
member, it would give them a clearer insight 
into their real condition than they are likely 
to get otherwise. 

The study of these statistics ought to open 
the eyes of our leading brethren to the im- 
portance of making a vigilant effort to raise 
the tithe everywhere. It is no wonder to me, 
if God means what he says, that he does not 
bless our efforts more while we are so far be- 
hind on this important question. Let us 
bring all the tithes into the store-house, and 
see if God will not bless us more. 
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WHAT THE TESTIMONIES OF THE SPIRIT SAY ABOUT 
TITHING. 


For the benefit of those of our people who 
believe in the testimonies of the Spirit of God, 
we give a few extracts on the subject of tith- 
ing. They can judge whether the positions 
taken in this pamphlet are in harmony with 
them or not. In reference to the wickedness 
of covetousness and dissembling in regard to 
the tithes, we quote from Testimony No. 23, 
pp. 25, 26:— 

“T saw that many who profess to be keep- 
ing the commandments of God are appropri- 
ating to their own use the means which the 
Lord has intrusted to them, and which should 
come into his treasury. They rob God in 
tithes and in offerings. They dissemble, and 
withhold from God to their own hurt. They 
bring leanness and poverty upon themselves, 
and darkness upon the church, because of 
their covetousness and their dissembling in 
robbing God in tithes and in offerings.” 


Again, in regard to the system God has in- 
stituted for the support of his cause, Testi- 
mony No. 24, pp. 83, 84, reads as follows :— 

“God has given his people a plan for raising 
sums sufficient to make the enterprise self-sus- 
taining. God’s plan in the tithing system is 
beautiful in its simplicity and equality. All 
may take hold of it in faith and courage; for 
it is divine in its origin. Here are simplicity 
and utility combined, which it requires not 
depth of learning to understand and exe- 
cute. All may feel that they can act a part 
in carrying forward the precious work of sal- 
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vation. Every man and woman and youth 
may become a treasurer for the Lord. They 
may be agents to meet the demands upon the 
treasury. Says the apostle, ‘Let every one of 
you lay by him in store as God hath pros- 
pered him.’ 

“Great objects are accomplished by this 
system ; for if one and all accept it, each is 
made a vigilant and faithful treasurer of God ; 
and there would be no want of means to carry 
forward the great work of sounding the last 
message of warning to the world. The treas- 
ury will be full if all adopt this system, and 
contributors will not be left the poorer.” 

Page 85: “If the plan of systematic benev- 


_olence was fully adopted, and carried out to a 


man, there would be a constant supply in the 
treasury. The income would flow in like a 
steady stream, constantly supplied by over- 
flowing springs of benevolence.” 

Testimony No. 24, pp. 118, 114: “If sys- 
tematic benevolence was universally adopted, 
according to God’s plan, and the tithing sys- 
tem carried out as faithfully by the wealthy 
as it is by the poorer classes, there would be 
no need of repeated and urgent calls for 
means at our large religious gatherings. 
There has been neglect in several churches 
in keeping the plan of systematic benevolence, 
and the result has been an impoverished treas- 
ury, and a backslidden church.” 

Testimony No. 24, pp. 118, 119: “System- 
atic action in giving in accordance with the 
plan, keeps open the channel of the heart in 
liberal gifts. 'We place ourselves in connec- 
tion with God, that he may use us as channels, 
that his gifts may flow through us to others, 
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The poor will not complain of systematic be- 
nevolence ; for it touches them lightly. They 
are not neglected or passed by, but are favored 
with acting a part in being co-workers with 
Christ, and will receive the blessing of God as 
well as the wealthy. In the very process of 
laying aside the littles as they can spare them, 
they are denying self, and cultivating liberal- 
ity of heart. They are educating themselves 
to good works, and are meeting the design of 
God in the plan of systematic benevolence as 
effectually as the more wealthy who give of 
their abundance.” 


{estimony No, 25, p. 182: “God has made 
a law for his people that a tenth of all the in- 
crease should be his. - I have given you, saith 
God, nine-tenths; I ask one-tenth of all the 
increase. That one-tenth the rich man had 
withheld from God.” 


Testimony No. 25, pp. 184, 185: “The law 
of tithing was founded upon an enduring prin- 


ciple, and was designed to be a blessing to 
man.” | 


“The system of benevolence was arranged 
to prevent the great evil, covetousness. Christ 
saw that in the prosecution of business, the 
love of riches would be the greatest evil to 
root out of the heart true godliness® He 
saw that the love of money would freeze deep 
and hard into men’s souls, stopping the flow 


of generous impulses, and closing their senses - 


to the wants of the suffering and afflicted. 
“Take heed,’ was his oft-repeated warning, 
‘and beware of covetousness,’ ‘Ye cannot 
serve God and mammon.’” 


In the last Testimony to the Church, No. 31, | 
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there are some pointed reproofs to our people, 
bearing on this subject. 

A passage on p. 145 reads: “Voluntary of- 
ferings and the tithe constitute the revenue 
of the gospel. Of the means which are in- 
trusted to man, God claims acertain portion— 
a tithe; but he leaves all free to say how 
much the tithe is, and whether or not they 
will give more than this.” Again on page 
146: “The only means which God has or- 
dained to advance his cause is to bless men 
with property. He gives them the sunshine 
and the rain ; he causes vegetation to flourish : 
he gives health and ability to acquire means. 
All our blessings come from his bountiful 
hand. Inturn he would have men and women 
show their gratitude by returning him a por- 
tion in tithes and offerings,—in thank-offer- 
ings, in free-will offerings, in trespass offerings. 

“The hearts of men become hardened 
through selfishness, and like Ananias and 
Sapphira, they are tempted to withhold part _ 
of the price, while pretending to come up to 
the rules of tithing. Will a man rob God? 
Should means flow into the treasury exactly 
according to God's plan,—a tenth of all the in- 
crease,—there would be abundance to carry 
forward his work.” 

‘God reserves to himself a portion of all 
that we receive. When this is returned to 
him, the remaining portion is blessed; but 
when it is withheld, the whole is sooner or 
later cursed, God’sclaim is first ; every other 
is secondary.” 

On page 147 she says: “I have been shown © 
that many of our people are robbing the Lord 
in tithes and in offerings, and as the result his 
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work is greatly hindered. The curse of God 
will rest upon those who are living upon God’s 
bounties, and yet close their hearts and do 
nothing, or next to nothing, to advance his 
cause. Brethren and sisters, how can the be- 
neficent Father continue to make you his 
stewards, furnishing you with means to use for 
him, when you grasp it all, selfishly claiming 
that it is yours ?” 

Many other extracts to the same effect 
might be given ; but these are sufficient. All 
can see how emphatically the Testimonies 
indorse the principle of tithing. 
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horned beast. By Eld. J. N. Andrews. 


144 pp. 15 cts. 

The Two Laws, 25 set forth in the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments. By D. M. Canright. 
128 pp. 15 cts, 


The Morality of the Sabbath, By D. M. Can- 
right. 96 


PP- 15 ots. 
Miraculous Powers. The Scripture testimony 


on the Perpetuity of Spiritual Gifts. 
128 pp. 15 cts, 


Matthew Twenty-Four, A clear and forcible 
exposition of our Lord's discourse upon the Mount of 
Olives. By Eld. James White. 64 pp. 10 cts. 


Matter and Spirit. A philosophical argument 
on an interesting theme. By D. M. Canright. 
10 cts. 
Bible Sanctification. By Mrs. E. G. White. 
10 cts. 
The Seven Trumpets, An exposition of the 
subject, as set forth in Revelation, chaps. 8 and 9. 
96 pp- 10 cts, 
The Truth Found, The nature and obligation 
of the Sabbath. By Eld. J. H, Waggoner. 
64pp- 10 cts, 
Vindication of the True Sabbath, By Fli.J. 
W. Morton, formerly Missionary of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church to Hayti. 68 pp. 10cts, 


Hope of the Gospel, By Eld. J. N. Loughbor- 
ough, 80 PP, 10 cts. 
Christ and the Sabbath; or, Christ in the Old 
Testament, and the Sabbath in the New. By Eld, 
James White. 56 pp. 10 cts, 


Redeemer and Redeemed, By Eld, James 
White, This work sets forth the plan of Redemption 
in its three stages, 40 pp, 10cts. 


Review of Gilfillan: or, Thoughts Suggested 
by the Perusal of Gilfillan and other Authors on the 
Sabbath. 64 pp. 10 cts, 


Appeal to the Baptists for the Restitution of 
the Bible Sabbath. 46 pp. 10 cts, 

Review of Baird, A review of two sermons 
against the Sabbath and Seventh-day Adventists. 
By Eld. J. H. Waggoner. pp. 10cts, 

The Rejected Ordinance, A carefully pre- 
pared paper on our Saviour's Act of Humility in 
John 13, 10 cts, 

The Honor Due to God, Thoughts on Tithes 
and Offerings. By Eld. E. J. Waggoner. A plain 
Bible exposition of the tithing system. 

The Position and Work of the True People of 





God under the Third Angel's Message, By Eld. W, 
H, Littlejohn, 10 cts, 


Life of Christ and his Apostles, 8 books, pa- 
per covers, 90 cts, 
The Saints’ Inheritance; or, The Final Home 
10 cts, 


Home of the Saved, 
Forty-four objections 


The Ancient Sabbath, ) 
88 pp. l0cts, 


considered, 

i A valuabl 
ote fo the Prophetic Chart, Mis yetng 
a. oo 
TRACTS. 


5centseach, Our Faith and Hope, Justifica- 
tion by Faith, Milton on the State of the Dead. An 
Explanation of the Prophetic Symbols of the Bible 
(Illustrated). 


4 cents each, Redemption, The Second Ad- 
vent. The Sufferings of Christ. The Present Truth, 
Origin and Progress of 5. D. Adventists. Ten Com- 
mandmnnts not abolished. Address tothe Baptists. 
TheTwoThrones, Spiritualisma Satanic Delusion, 
Samuel and the Witch of Endor, The Third Mes- 
sage of Rey. 14. Scripture References, Seventh 
Part of Time. 


8 cents each, Second Message of Rev, 14. End 
of the Wicked. Lost-Time Question, Seventh-day 
Adventists and Seventh-day Baptists, Signs ofthe 
Times. Who Changed the Sabbath? The Spirit of 
Prophecy.’ The Millennium, Sabbaton. 


2 cents each, Christ in the Old Testament, 
The Savbath in the New Testament. The Old Moral 
Code not Revised. The Sanctuary of the Bible. 
The Judgment. Much in Little, The Two Laws, 
Seven Reasons, The Definite Seventh Day, De- 
parting and Being with Christ. The Rich Man and 
Lazarus. Elihuon the Sabbath, First Message of 
Rey. 14, The Law and the Gospel, God's Memo- 
rial. The Sabbath Made for Man. 


leenteach, The Coming of the Lord. Perfec- 
tion of the Ten Commandments, Without Excuse, 
Thoughts for the Candid. Which Day and Why? 
Can we Know: or, Can the Prophecies be Under- 
stood? Is the End Near? Is Man Immortal? The 
Sleep of the Dead. The Sinner’s Fate, The Law 
of God. What the Gospel Abrogated, One Hundred 
Bible Facts about the Sabbath, Sunday not the 
Sabbath. ‘The Christian Sabbath.’’ Why not 
Found out Before? <A Sign of the Day of God, 


—— He. 


CHOICE JUVENILE BOOKS. 
Sabbath Readings for the Home Circle, In 


four volumes, containing moral and religious read- 
ing for the household; carefully selected, and com- 
piled for the use of Sabbath-school and family libra- 
ries No better books for children in the market. 
Each, cts. 

Put up in a neat box, 2,50 


Sunshine at Home, A bright, sparkling book 
for the family circle, brimful of good sense, and per- 
fectly free froma ‘‘ trash.’’ 112 quarto pages, highly 
embellished, J 


Golden Grain Series, A choice collection of 
instructive stories suited to the wants of children 
from eight to sixteen years and older, illustrated 
and beautifully bound in three volumes :— 

The Hard Way, 160 pp.; The School-boy's Dinner, 
160 pp.; Grumbling Tommy, 160 pp. Each, 

30 cts, 

The Child’s Poems, Containing Little Will 
and other stories, teaching beautiful lessons of tem- 
perance and virtue. Bound in cloth, and richly em- 
bossed in gold and black. 128 pp. 25 cts, 


Golden Grains in Ten Pamphlets, 32 pages 
each, 320-pp. 50 cts, 


HEALTH PUBLICATIONS. 


Plain Facts about Sexual Life, A wise book, 
treating on delicate topics, for all ages, married and 
single, This is a Christian book, highly commended 


| by the press and clergymen, 408 pp. $1,50 
Condensed edition, flexible covers, 75 cts. 


Manual of Health and Temperance, A 
book brimful of information on a hundred useful top- 


ics. Thirty-fifth thousand. Cloth. 256 pp. '75 ets, 


Digestion and Dyspepsia, By J, H. Kellogg, 
M.D, This work embodies the results ofthe author's 
experience in dealing with all forms of the disease, 
in all of its stages, and is a thoroughly practical 
treatise on this prevalent malady. 

In cloth, 176 pp. '75 cts, 

Paper covers, 25 cts, 


._ Uses of Water in Health and Disease, civ- 
ing careful and thorough instruction respecting the 
uses of water as a preventive of disease, and as a 
valuable remedy. 

60 cts. 


In cloth, 166 pp, 
Paper covers, 136 pp, 25 cts, 


Lectures on the Science of Human Life, 
By Sylvester Graham. ‘Three lectures of great 


value which should be in the hands of every indi- 
vidual. 174 pp, 380 cts, 

Diphtheria, A concise account of the nature, 
causes, modes of prevention, and most successful 
mode of treatment of this now prevalent and fatal 
disease 

Board covers, with 4 colored plates, 64pp. 25cts, 

Alcoholic Poison; or, the Physical, Moral, and 
Social Effects of Alcohol as a Beverage and as a 
Medicine. The best compendium of the temperance 
question published,’ Its statements are brief, con- 


cise, and to the point. 
128 pp. 25 cts, 


Paper covers, 

Evils of Fashionable Dress, and How to Dress 
Healthfully. This little work considers the subject 
of fashionable dress from a medical standpoint, and 
thoroughly exposes its evils. It does not stop here, 
but points out an easy and acceptable remedy. 

Enamel covers, 40pp, 10 cts, 


Bound Volumes of Health Reformer, and 
Good Health, These valuable volumes contain 
more practical information of a vital character than 
any other of their size. Each volume contains 360 
pages of reading matter, well bound. $1.25 


Proper Diet for Man, A scientific discussion 
of the Preation of vegetable versus animal food. 
Ultra notions are avoided, and the subjects treated 
are handled with candor. 

15 cts. 


Paper covers, 
Health and Diseases of American Women, 
e pp- 7 c Ss. 
The Hygienic System, Full of good thiugs. 
5 cts, 
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Wine and the Bible, Startling 


8 cents each, 
Facts about Tobacco. 


2 cents each, Pork. The Drunkard’s Argu- 


ments Answered, Alcoholic Medication. Twenty- 
five Arguments on Tobacco-Using Briefly Answered. 


lecenteach, Causes and Cure of Intemperance. 
Moral and Social Effectsof Intemperance, Tobacco- 
Using a Cause of Disease, ‘fPobacco-Poisoning; Nic- 
otiana Tabacum, Effects of Tea and Coffee. Ten 
Arguments on Tea and Coffee, 


46 centeach, Alcoholic Poison. Tobacco-Using 
a Relic of Barbarism, True Temperance, Alcohol, 
What isIt? Our Nation's Curse, 
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OTHER LANGUAGES. 


The Association has 49 different works in Danish 
Norwegian, 36 in Swedish, 42 in German, 13 in 
French, and lin Holland, besides the regular peri- 
odicals in those tongues already noticed. 

(7 Full Catalogues of all our publications, in En- 
glish, and the various Foreign Languages, fur- 
nished freé, on application, 

For anything in this Catalogue address, 


REVIEW AND HERALD, 
Battle Creek, Mich. 





